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115 years of radical hospitality
RJC Connect is published as a
joint effort between Rosthern
Junior College students, staff
and alumni. This semi-annual
publication celebrates our past,
our present and our future, as
together we shape the
ongoing RJC story.

Rosthern
Junior College
Box 5020 410 6th Avenue
Rosthern, SK,
S0K 3R0 Canada
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rosthernjuniorcollege.ca
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In the parable of the great banquet,
Jesus tells the story of a man who
prepares a banquet and invites many
guests. In hopeful anticipation he sends
out invitations, but soon learns that
many of his friends are unable to attend.
His guests are too busy. Their calendars
are full. Disappointed, the man is left
with many empty seats at his table. This
was not the feast of which he dreamed.
Looking at the food, ready and set, he
sends his servants into the streets to
invite strangers to the banquet. He sends
them to the alleys and byways to invite
the previously uninvited and overlooked.
At RJC we are preparing a celebration of
our own. As we enter 2020, we are set
to celebrate 115 years of educational
excellence. Our school was founded in
1905, and in the early years the majority
of our students came from families of
Mennonite immigrants. Many did not
speak English as their first language, and
must have felt like outsiders in a new
land.
From our school’s beginnings we have
invited outsiders in, people looking
for a place to belong. It is with this
welcoming spirit that we have survived
and grown into the school that we are
now. One hundred and fifteen years
later, only about a third of our new
students are from Mennonite or alumni
backgrounds. Everyone has a place, and
all are invited to the table.
This year alone we have welcomed
students from Mexico, El Salvador,
Colombia, Thailand, South Korea,
Dubai, Hong Kong and China. We have

welcomed students from different
schools and churches in Canada and the
United States. Many of our students are
first generation RJC students, coming
from different churches and faith
backgrounds. Many are new Canadians.
We continue to invite people to the
table, and they like what they see!
When I look around the educational
table that is set at RJC, I see a banquet of
riches. Our teachers are among the best
and most committed I’ve ever worked
with. Our deans are ready to invest in
the lives of our students. Our curriculum
and programs have proven track records.
Our campus is beautiful, and the dorms
are refreshed and ready to create new
memories. Students are happy, engaged
and participating in our athletic, arts and
academic programs.
By extending radical hospitality to others,
we can experience the joy that comes
from a full table. I am proud of our
school, and believe that we are at our
best when our students are free to be
themselves, to feel loved and accepted.
We are our best when we invite others
in, and learn from them as much as
we try to teach. For 115 years RJC has
welcomed people through its doors, and
through practicing radical hospitality we
will continue to welcome students for
many more.
Thank you for your part in this story,
whether as an alumnus, a supporter
or someone who recently joined our
community. Come; you are welcome to
the table.
— Ryan Wood, Principal

school

life

IMAGINE retreat went to Christopher Lake
and played group games, completed
initiative tasks and bonded through
tubing! The Grade 11 THRIVE group
travelled to Camp Shekinah where they
completed workshops and were able
to stay in the new cabins. The Grade 12
EXPLORE class travelled to Big River Bible
Camp to begin the year contemplating
their role as student leaders.

a girls’ volleyball team and Longhorns
football. Some highlights from our
fall sports season include hosting our
volleyball home tournament along with
our 2nd annual Treaty Six Invitational
soccer tournament. Hosting the Under
the Lights football game in early October
was also an opportunity to invite guests
onto our campus and watch some good
football.

Staff transitions
We are happy to welcome Catherine
Brendle to our dormitory staff this school
year. Catherine joins us from Leoville,
SK and is joining Kenna as a dean in the
girls’ dorms. Catherine replaces Carissa
Brockman who worked skillfully as a
female dean in the dorms for the past
two years. Carissa has moved on to
pursue further education; we wish her all
the best in her new ventures.

Academics
We began the school year with energy
and enthusiasm and haven’t looked
back. The Student Representative
Council and Student Community Council
members welcomed the new students
on registration day and classes began
the next morning. Students were excited
to try two of our new course offerings,
construction and carpentry taught by
Zac Schellenberg and band taught by
Jill Wiens. Zac hopes to have students
building tables, cutting boards and
making ukuleles; and the band class is
busy preparing for its first performance at
Knox United Church during the Christmas
concert season. We can’t wait to hear
them play!
Our class retreats continue to be a
highlight for students. The retreats
serve as a great way to get to know
new classmates and reconnect with old
ones. We also use the fall retreats as an
opportunity to launch our grade-based
programs for the year. The Grade 10

Other upcoming class travel plans include
the annual Grade 10 IMAGINE Winnipeg
trip, and the Grade 11 THRIVE Edmonton
trip, both happening in early December.
The Grade 12 EXPLORE students have
plans for tours of the University of
Saskatchewan and Sask Polytechnic
as they prepare for their lives after
graduation.

Athletics
Sports tryouts started with a bang in the
first week and we were able to field a
boys’ and girls’ soccer team along with

Performing arts
Choir director Richard Janzen began
working with students in concert choir
during our first week of school, and they
performed at the opening program in
early September. Voice placements for
the RJC Singers resulted in a 30 member
choir, which began its touring season
with a performance at Bethany Manor.
Other venues this season include singing
with the Saskatoon Symphony Orchestra
at the Lighthouse Fundraiser in Saskatoon
as well as performing the national
anthem at two Saskatoon Blades’ games.
The RJC band is also preparing to perform
at the Christmas concert, and the theatre
arts class is busy preparing for their fall
production. Looking ahead, the musical
has been announced: RJC will perform
Matilda for its 2020 musical in June.
Tickets will go on sale in May, but save the
dates for shows on June 18-20, 2020!

Community
Our dorm and school community
BELONG program organizes events
throughout the year to build school
relationships. BELONG events this fall
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included a halloween coffee house and
Sadie Hawkins which had a 50s theme
this year. Students have had many theme
days to build school spirit, and the night
lunch and evening Bible study continues
to be a popular meeting point for both
town and dorm students.

Faith and life
The Faith and Life committee has chosen
“Love has no end” as the theme for
chapels this year. We are also happy
to welcome our pastor in residence,
Scott Feick, to campus this year as he
takes over the duties of Kirsten Hamm
Epp while she is on maternity leave.
Scott is on campus each Wednesday
and is available to meet with students,
and help in chapel. The Faith and Life
committee was also honored to host the
Rosthern Ministerial Remembrance Day
service on campus this year.

Fall volleyball &
soccer weekend
The first weekend of October was a
fabulous weekend filled with moves on
the soccer field, digging and smashing
on the courts and laughter in the
stands! Alumni and friends accepted
the challenge to play at RJC again, and
fans came in droves to cheer them on.
Ten volleyball teams and four soccer
teams graced the campus, playing until
their muscles were screaming! It’s a
weekend filled with delightful noise:
future students run amuck in the school
while parents search for their skill of
old, friends and classmates chat on
and off the fields, the whistles tweet
almost constantly. The annual meal of
sausage on a bun, taco salad in a bag
and delicious desserts was a sell out
with just a morsel or two left! Thank you
to everyone who captained their teams,
who came out to play, who donated
food and who showed up to cheer — it
was a wonderful weekend. See you next
year!
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RJC Homecoming
–Gymn Sing A
Celebration of
Song
By Brenda Roth Schellenberg
I feel indebted to RJC for nurturing my
love of choral music, so when I received
an invitation to attend the Alumni
Homecoming “Gymn Sing”, I felt a strong
pull to go back. It has been many years
since I sang with CBC’s Hymn Sing, but
it was delightful to sing with other RJC
alumni and particularly with my sister
Bev, brother-in-law Ted and sister-in-law
Sandi.Many thanks to Richard Janzen
and Louella Friesen for their inspired
leadership. It was a fun, reconnecting
weekend for me and wonderful to be
part of such an enjoyable and wellplanned RJC event. Thank you!

Thank you to our RJC Homecoming
Gymn Sing event sponsors:
Gold sponsors: Double E Grain, Affinity
Credit Union, Lakeshore Tree Farms,
Lakeview Insurance Brokers
Silver sponsor: Peter and Diane Hooge
Bronze sponsors: aodbt architecture
+interior design, Action Office Interiors,
Fenestration Components International
Inc., Rosthern Agencies and Zone Sports
Physiotherapy
Friends of RJC: Gordon Peters and
Geraldine Balzer
Dinner sponsors: Drake Meats,
Friesen’s Bigway, Gordon Food Services,
Nunweilers Flour Company, Saputo and
Local Farmers and Supporters of RJC

with other Saskatchewan private high schools. As well, student bursaries are available to
families with financial need.
And if you apply early you receive a tuition credit. For the 2020-21 school year:
• Apply by February 1, 2020 – save $500 • Apply by May 1, 2020 – save $250

ADMISSIONS

We want to connect with you! If you know of students and families who should consider
RJC, please be in touch with Alex Tiessen in the admissions office: admissions@rjc.sk.ca
or call (306)232-4222.

Rosthern Junior College
performing arts presents

Enrolling at RJC
We want to stay in touch with you,
alumni and supporters, to keep you
informed with the new and exciting
opportunities for your children at
RJC. There are a number of ways your
children can start to participate in the
RJC community even at a younger age:
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Attend school events such as
concerts, the spring musical and
alumni tournaments. This helps the
students get to know the school
community and become more
familiar with the campus.
Sign your child up for a GenNext
event. These casual events are open
to any students in grades 5-11 who
are interested in getting to know
other students considering RJC, and
are of course a great chance to have
fun!
Attend an open house or info
night. A lot has changed at RJC over
the years — come and hear about
all the new opportunities in music,
athletics, academics, dorm life and
more.
Spend-A-Day. Any students in
grades 5-11 are invited to live a
day-in-the life at RJC by shadowing
a current student.
Sign up to be on our prospective
student mailing list.

Many families name the cost of tuition as
a barrier to attending. This year the RJC
board of directors approved a lowering
of tuition to make it more affordable
for families and to be more competitive

Book
DENNIS KELLY

Music & Lyrics
TIM MINCHIN

JUNE 18-20, 2020, 7:00 pm
$15/$5 Grade 12 & under
Tickets available in May 2020

ROSTHERN JUNIOR COLLEGE
410 6th Avenue, Rosthern, SK
306.232.4222 | rosthernjuniorcollege.ca

ROALD DAHL’S MATILDA THE MUSICAL
Is presented through special arrangment with Music Theatre International (MTI)
All authorized performance materials are also supplied by MTI.
www.MTIShows.com
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CHRISTMAS CONCERTS
The Light Eternal

featuring the choirs and students of RJC

CONCERT 1

December 18, 2019
7:30 pm
Knox United Church
838 Spadina Cres. E.
Saskatoon, SK

CONCERT 2

free admission to both concerts
a collection will be taken in support of RJC

December 20, 2019
7:00 pm
Rosthern Junior College
410 6th Ave., Rosthern, SK

DONOR
RELATIONs

DO MORE. BE MORE.
UPDATE

•

By Tammy Forrester, Board Chair

Phase 2: 2019
Renewal of the dorm
Upgrades to both boys and girls dorm
living space. This includes hallways,
common gathering areas, bathrooms and
each dorm room including paint, flooring
and furniture.

As the DO MORE. BE MORE. campaign
draws to a close, we are excited to share
the highlights and accomplishments
over the last five years. We celebrate
our collective accomplishments, as a
community we have raised $675,000 to
date! Thank you for your support, this has
helped fund the following projects:
Phase 1: 2013 – 2015
Investment in arts, sports and academia
•
Purchase of a grand piano and
refurbishment of existing pianos
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•

Purchase of team uniforms and new
spectator bleachers
Renewal and renovation to the
senior science labs

The enhancement of the school learning
and work spaces has been postponed to
2020.
Many people have invested both their
finances and their time to ensure this
facility is up to date and current for

the 21st Century. Thank you for your
contributions!
Many people worked through summer
2019 to get the dorms ready for students,
we extend our appreciation to:
•
Nicole Tiessen and her building and
facility committee, who continue
to design inviting and welcoming
student, staff and guest spaces.
•
Mel Siemens, Ricky Lehmann, Eva
Janzen and the summer staff team
that worked tirelessly through the
summer to ensure the dorms were
complete.
•
The students who assisted – Tess
Johnson and Kate Hanson.
•
Our generous volunteers who came
out to support the work.

development, student enrolment and
finances are the same questions we have
been asking over the past 115 years.

We are still taking donations to fund the
remainder of these projects right through
2020. Please continue to consider
investing in the future of RJC’s facilities.
Thank you to all those that have given
and continue to support in so many ways!

115 years of
faithfulness
By Alex Tiessen

On one of my first days of working at
RJC, I was given a copy of Frank H. Epp’s
Education with a Plus by my friend and
colleague, David Epp. I have found
reading the history of the school is
fascinating and helpful in providing
context for understanding current RJC
habits and traditions. But I have also
observed that many of the questions
we ask at RJC today regarding program

As I and other staff have searched for
answers to these questions, I have noticed
that it often has been faithfulness that has
continued the legacy of RJC. For decades,
parents, grandparents and churches have
entrusted RJC with their finances and
young people. They had faith that this
investment would help further the lives
of young people as they learn to become
people of God; embodying lives of faith,
service and peacemaking.
In recognition of the milestone of 115
years of transformative education, RJC
put out a call back in spring for alumni to
share stories from their time as students.
Stories of what RJC has meant to them.
Over the summer we received a number
of submissions from many alumni who
attended RJC over the decades. One
couple, who graduated back in the 1940s,
submitted stories along with photographs
of themselves in the choir and in front
of the former German English Academy
building. They reflected on the impact RJC
had on their appreciation for music that
remains in their lives even now. During
my follow-up phone conversation with
the couple, we exchanged further stories

of RJC - comparing now vs. then. As we
shared with each other, I was reminded of
the faithfulness of the wider community.
Though the RJC of 2019 looks different
than the RJC of the past, the community
continues to be faithful to the school and
recognizes the impact its mission has on
students.
I have the privilege of witnessing the
impact RJC has on students’ lives every
day. Consistently I am moved by the ways
in which our academics, music, athletics
and community programs transform our
students. Tianna Bartsch, a current grade
11 student, shared with me back in June
the ways in which she felt RJC had helped
her grow in her faith. I feel as though
Tianna’s words reflect the experience of
many students over the past 115 years:
“I feel like RJC is really helping me grow in
my faith because it is a part of everything
we do here. The teachers encourage us to
talk about it in class, chapel, the hallway,
choir . . . and just everywhere! I am so
happy to be here.”
Through your financial gifts to the
school, please continue to pray for and
support the mission of RJC so others may
experience all we have to offer.

Ways to Give
Annual giving

Gifts in kind

Monthly giving

How to Give

Every gift to RJC is important, no matter
how large or small. Help keep RJC affordable
so more students have the opportunity to
experience all RJC has to offer.

Become a sustaining donor. By giving
monthly, you can make a difference yearround and provide a dependable source of
income for the school. Gifts as small as $10/
month are welcomed!

Planned giving

Make RJC a part of your legacy. You can help
advance the future of RJC for many years
through a planned gift or a gift in your will.

Give what you can, when you can.
Donate at an RJC fundraiser event or
contact the school to discuss your
gift.

- Cash and cheques
- Monthly withdrawals from your
account or credit card
- E-transfer:
accounting@rosthernjuniorcollege.ca
- Online:
www.rosthernjuniorcollege.ca
If you would like to discuss your gift,
please contact the business office
(306) 232-4222.

7

RJC 2018-19 General Operations Donor Recognition
2018-19 Donors
Aberdeen Mennonite Church
Kenneth Achs
Action Office Interiors
Dennis & Grace Adolph
Affinity Credit Union
Rodney & Margaret Altwasser
Denielle Andres
Jacob & Verdell Andres
Cam & Nicole Arnold
Alan & Michelle Ashdown
Ken & Rachel Atherton
Marieanne Atherton
David & Jennifer Attema
John & Kathy Ayres
Irene Baergen
Nick & Christa Baldwin
Alina Balzer
Elmer & Margaret Balzer
Gordon Peters & Geraldine
Balzer
Emma Bartel
John & Denise Bartel
Linda Bartel
Nathan Bartel
Gerhard Bartel Foundation
Arnold & Linda Bergen
Edward & Judi Bergen
Norman Bergen
Miriam Bezeau
Wayne Birn
Bruce Boldt
Dennis & Margaret Boldt
Erin Boldt
Gregory Boldt
Howard Boldt
Joan Boldt
Katherine Boldt
Keith Boldt
Kevin & Melanie Boldt
Liam Boldt
Frank & Mary Lou Bond
Eileen Bone
Jacob & Hilda Born
Ross & Hedie Borne
Elaine Bourassa
Paul Vincent & Sheila BoyleVincent
Heather Braun
Ed & Mary Ellen Brockman
Tim & Melanie Brockman
James & Sharon Brown
Ernest Bueckert
Jake & Louise Buhler
Jake Buhler
Patrick & Evelyn Buhr
Susan Burke
Mikayla Buryniuk
June Cairns
Carmen Corner Meats/Don
Friesen
June Chisholm
Menno & Ethel Classen
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Patricia Mar-Collier & Scott
Collier
Carol Connolly
Pat Cooley
Mitchell & Bonnie Dahl
Monica Dalke
Reuben & Elizabeth Derksen
Sheralyn Derksen
Maxine Dick
Ron & Denise Dick
Double E Grain Corp.
Eldon & Marlene Driedger
Irvin & Donna Driedger
Heather Driedger
Gordon Enns & Lynn
Driedger-Enns
Marina Tetreault & Luke
Driedger-Enns
Dan Driediger
Helen Driediger
Ric & Theresa Driediger
Edgar & Ruth Dueck
Krista Dueck
Rosalind Dueck
Jerry & Alice Dutcyvich
George Dyck
Jim & Linda Dyck
John R & Paula Dyck
Endowment
E.A. Roth Holdings Ltd.
Roy Eichendorf
Eigenheim Mennonite Church
Eigenheim Women’s
Fellowship
John & Alma Elias
Mary Dyck & Edmund Enns
Elsie Enns
Eryn Enns
George Enns
Jean Enns
Katie Crockett & Matthew
Enns
Paul Enns
Rod & Judy Enns
A. Ruth Enns
Adam & Sara Ens
Jake & Barb Ens
Joel & Heather Ens
Wes & Gwen Ens
Archie & Helen Epp
Betty Epp
Carl Epp
Darryl & Valerie Epp
David Epp
Delmer & Elsie Epp
Dave Chiasson & Dena Epp
Donald & Christine Epp
Dorene Epp
Erik & Cara Epp
Ernest & Elva Epp
Ewald Epp
George & Agnes Epp
George & Joanne Epp

Harold Epp
Henry & Lillian Epp
Herta Epp
Hildegard Epp
Jim & Brenda Epp
Judy Epp
Larry & Denise Epp
Leona Katherine Epp
Louise Epp
Michael & Wendy Epp
Nancy Epp
Norman & Diana Epp
Ralph & Bev Epp
Roger & Rhonda Epp
Rosalind Epp
Ryan Epp
Wendy Epp
Elsbeth Epp Moyer
Estate of Elfirede & Henry
Harder
Estate of Esther Patkau
Estate of Velma Regier
Elaine Ewert
James & Eileen Ewert
Margaret Ewert
Ted Ewert
Ted & Joanne Ewert
William & Leona Ewert
Edward & Katherine Ewert
Memorial Fund
Victor Falk
Tiessen Family Bursary Fund
Hamilton Fast
Larry & Denelda Fast
Nicholas & Breanne Fast
Ray & Helen Fast
Henry Fast
Gerald Fast
Doreen Fehr
David & Joanne Feick
Scott Feick
First Mennonite Church
First Mennonite Church,
Saskatoon
Fiske Mennonite Women
Jamieson Fitzgerald
Cameron & Tamara Forrester
Edith Fransen Gifting Fund
Joyce Franz
Margaret Franz
Craig Friesen
Don & Lou Friesen
Edith Friesen
Elizabeth Friesen
Gary & Anne Friesen
Hertha Friesen
Jonathan & Ruth Friesen
Justine Friesen
Kevin & Diane Friesen
Nettie Friesen
Patrick Preheim & Patty Jo
Friesen
Paul & Carol Friesen

Russ & Lucille Friesen
Terri Lynn Paulson & Thomas
Friesen
Margaret Friesen-Petkau
David & Marlene Froese
Harry & Mary Ann Froese
Tim Froese
Adalberto & Clara Funes
Eldon Funk
Henry & Erna Funk
John & Vera Funk
Macaila Funk
Mary Funk
Peter Funk
Ray Funk
Wally & Carolene Funk
Hans & Elsie Funk Foundation
Funk’s Funeral Home Ltd.
Heather Warkentin & Wayne
Garnett
John & Rhonda Gascho
Donald Gaudet
Yvette Gaudet
Frank Gerbrandt
Reginald & Collene Gerbrandt
Genevieve Girardin
Tiera Goertz
Dayna Goerzen
Mary Ann Goerzen
Matt Grismer
Cornelius & Sarah Guenther
Steven & Janet Guenther
Charles Guigon
Louis & Judith Guigon
Arnim & Margaret Haase
Yousef Hachachena
Ian Epp & Kirsten Hamm-Epp
Chris & Adrienne Harder
Eric & Velma Harder
Harry & Kathe Harder
Hedwig Harder
Jacob & Hella Harder
Lorraine Harder
Vernon Harder
Edgar Harder
Henry Harms
Leonard & Mary Harms
Edith Hebert
Nancy Hebert
Travis Hebert
Ruth Heinrichs
Stan Bartel & Debra Heinrichs
Dennis & Lovetta Helmuth
Bryce Henley
Herschel Ebenfeld Mennonite
Church
Agatha Hiebert
Robert Schellenberg & Sandra
Hildebrand
Brian & Dianne Hildebrandt
Cole Hildebrandt
Daryl & Pat Hildebrandt
Mark & RaeLynn Hildebrandt

Rod & Gayle Holman
Holman Farming Group
Dorothea Honn
Emily Hooge
Katherine Hooge
Lauren Hooge
Marian Hooge
Peter & Diane Hooge
Lisa Hrycuik
Keith & Michelle Hunsberger
Gwen James
Gert & Dora Janssen
Irene Jantzen
Alvin & May Janzen
Brandon Janzen
Dianne Janzen
E.P. & R.S. Janzen
Elaine Janzen
Elmer & Beulah Janzen
Elsie H. Janzen
Elsie Janzen
Eugene Janzen
Helen Janzen
John Janzen
Martha Janzen
Melana Janzen
Mirjam Janzen
Nathan & Marla Janzen
Richard & Audrey Janzen
Ted & Bev Janzen
William & Elenora Janzen
Siri Jarrett-Spaniel
Benjamin Jones
Audrey Kampen
Edward or Shirley Kasdorf
Sarah Kasdorf
Allan Kehler
C. Kent & Teresa Keller
Elvera Kirk
Anne Klaassen
Art & Janet Klaassen
Donald Klaassen
Walter & Ruth Klaassen
Allan & Renata Klassen
Bert & Brenda Klassen
Harvey & Kathryn Klassen
Pat Klassen
Verna Klassen
Walter & Katharine Klassen
Sharla Knorr
Garry & Glenis Koop
Robert & Ruth Ann Koop
Anthony & Louise
Kosokowsky
Armin & Edith Krahn
Charlene Krahn
Vic & Lee Krahn
Alvin Krause
Elmer & Elvina Krause
Mary Krause
Waldemer & Margaret Krause
Peter & Laura Kroeger
Steve & Joy Kroeger

Ken & Mary Kruger
Viola Kruger
William & Helen Kruger
Karalee Kuny
Ronald & Leona Kuny
Iona Labersweiler
Lakeshore Tree Farms Ltd.
Lakeview Insurance Brokers
Jonathan & Lucille Lamb
Harold Lane
Patricia Lang
Crystal Lau
Alan & Shelly Laughlin
Gwendolyn Laughlin
Patrick Laughlin
Irma Lehmann
Ben & Raylene Leis
Chris & Dodie Lepp
Helena Lesser
Joseph Lino
Mary Loeppky
Larry & Donna Logan
Kelly Lownes
Larry & Anne Lozinski
Gerhard & Kathy Luitjens
Rita MacDonald
Ashley MacKinnon
Margaret Mair
Edward & J. Penny Malone
Market Tire
David Marsh
Michael Marsh
Cornelius & Marlene Martens
Grant & Angela Martens
Irene Martens
Irvin & Anne Martens
John Martens
Kornelius J Martens
Ruth Martens
Sylvan & Karen Martens
Wilhelm & Alvira Martens
Carl & Christina Martens-Funk
Rudy Gingerich & Colleen
Martin Gingerich
Lorraine Martin-Fitzgerald
Arthur & Ida Martynes
Ron & Carrie McDonald
Shirley McKellar
Doug & Diane McKinnell
Karl Martens & Michelle
McKinnell
Ronald Meakin
Mennonite Central
Committee (Sask)
Mennonite Church
Saskatchewan
Mennonite Community
Closet
Elizabeth Metrunec
Gaylord & Lois Mierau
Ken Bechtel & Audrey Mierau
Bechtel
Stewart & Jill Mitchell
Robert & Grace Moore
Joanne Moyer
Andy Neufeld
David & Susie Neufeld

Elmer & Erna Neufeld
Gertrude Neufeld
Melody Neufeld
Roxy Neufeld
Vernon & Ruth Neufeld
Elsie Neufeldt
Robert Neufeldt
Victoria Neufeldt
Anita Nickel
Erika Nickel
Les & Dolores Nickel
Robert & Miranda Nickel
Jacob Nickel Gifting Fund
JJ Nickel Gifting Fund
Jacqueline Nishida
Norsask Veterinary Group
North Star Church
Nutana Park Mennonite
Church
Fred & Ann Odnokon
Dan & Pam Olfert
David & Hermine Olfert
Eric & Verna Olfert
Jeff Olfert
Osler Mennonite Church
Eric & Bonnie Paetkau
Ted & Barb Paetkau
Chihee Park
Jon Park
Erwin P. Patkau
Hilda Patkau
Marie Patkau
Kelly & Candy Patrick
A & M Pauls Memorial Bursary
Fund
Nora Pederberg
Al & Judy Penner
Lora T Penner
Menno & Melita Penner
Peter & Margaret Penner
Phyllis Penner
Rita Penner
John & Katie Penner
John & Katie Penner
Endowment Fund
Agnes L Peters
John & Edna Peters
Peter & Margaret Peters
Ronald Peters
Agnes Peters
Elizabeth Picketts
Lawrence & Sheryl Plenert
Edna Prystuba
Philip & Kerri Pugh
Camille Quinton
Eric Quiring
Ruth Quiring Heppner
Rodrick & Bonita Ramage
Alan & Trudy Reese
Erna Regehr
Robyn & Kristina Regehr
Ron & Edith Regehr
Cornelius Regier
Don Regier
Elmer & Agnes Regier
Karl & Sylvia Regier
Kathleen Regier

Laurie & Glenna Regier
Les & Lil Regier
Leslie & Lillian Regier
Robert & Marion Regier
Steve Regier
Val Regier
Victor & Sarah Regier
Elder P. Regier Memorial Fund
Jocelynne Reiber
Lana Reiber
Judy Reimer
Frieda Rempel
Hilda Rempel
Patricia Rempel
Janice Rempel Fund
Andrew Restall
Anita Retzlaff
Anne Retzlaff
George & Edith Riekman
Glenn & Elaine Riekman
Sharryl Riekman
Gordon Ross
Maureen Ross
Tyler Ross
Rosthern Agencies
Rosthern Seniors Curling
Club
Brian & Delilah Roth
Dennis & Paula Roth
Eldrid & Phyllis Roth
Kyle & Meghan Roth
Matthew & Jennifer Roth
Lila Rudachyk
David Ryson
Henry Sawatzky
Richard Sawatzky
Joan Schapansky
Ron & Sue Schellenberg
Ed & Trudy Schmidt
Lloyd & Cheryl Schmidt
Elaine Schroeder
Peter & Lydia Schroeder
Leo & Donna Schulz
Alexander Scott
Margaret Scott
Zac & Aleta Shellenberg
Ambros Siemens
Gordon & Marianne Siemens
James Siemens
John & Helen Siemens
Melvin Siemens
Steven & Michelle
Skoworodko
Charles & Marjorie Smith
Karen Smith
Rudy & Barbara Speiser
Kath Stan
Matthew Stefaniuk
Terry Stefaniuk
Lyle & Linda Stucky
Rod & Kathi Suderman
Gerry & Linda Swab
Team Fuel Sales Ltd.
Jerome Tetreault
Bernie & Kathy Thiessen
Brad Nichol & Jacqueline
Thiessen

Edna Thiessen
Harold & Tobi Thiessen
Hilda Thiessen
Nicole Thiessen
Shirley Thompson
Tex Thresher
Tiefengrund Women Mission
Alex Tiessen
Brent Tiessen
Frieda Tiessen
Nicole Tiessen
Paul & Lois Tiessen
Timberlane Wholesale
Distributors
Guenther & Ruth Toews
David Toews Memorial Fund
Town of Rosthern
Sharon Trautman
Kaylene Turner
Benjamin & Frieda Unger
Ivan & Margaret Unger
Vivian Unger
Hylke Van Der Wal
Frank & Dianne Van Hesteren
Julia Vanden Heuvel
Vendera National Inc
Denise Voth
Ernest & Anne Walde
Agnes Wall
Anne Wall
Dennis & Adeline Warkentin
Elsie Warkentin
Herman & Gayle Warkentin
John Warkentin
Lee & Sarah Warkentin
Luke & Stephanie Warkentin
Thomas & Teresa Warkentin
Vic Warkentin
Margaret Watson
David & Lori Weiler-Thiessen
Graham Welch
Valerie Weston
Cornelius & Mary Wiebe
Doyle Wiebe
Erwin & Laura Wiebe
Jacob Wiebe
Marie Wiebe
Ron Wiebe
Travis Wiebe
Victor & Erna Wiebe
Walter & Elsie Wiebe
Willie & Katherine Wiebe
Elfriede Wieler
Elizabeth Wieler
Devin Wiens
Gerald Wiens
Hilde Wiens
Jill Wiens
Jordan Wiens
Peter & Leona Wiens
Rod & Laurie Wiens
Rudolf Wiens
Tim & Lavonne Wiens
Brenda Tiessen-Wiens &
Trevor Wiens
Margo Willie
Neda Wilson

Stanley Windels
David & Anne Winter Fund
Stan & Barbara Wolfe
Willard Wolfe
Women in Mission
Ryan & Dana Wood
Julian & Adrienne Zakreski
Zion Women in Mission
Erin Zipes
Zoar Mennonite Church

Monthly Donors
Irene Baergen
Geraldine Balzer
Joan Boldt
Annette Epp
Bev Epp
David J Epp
Hildegard Epp
Jim & Brenda Epp
Judy Epp
Jamieson Fitzgerald
Jim Flath
Cam & Tammy Forrester
Kevin & Diane Friesen
Lorraine Harder
Colleen Hebert
Peter & Diane Hooge
Richard & Audrey Janzen
Ted & Bev Janzen
Elvera Kirk
Walter & Ruth Klaassen
Fion Ko
Garry & Glenis Koop
Karalee Kuny
Angela Nickel
Ted & Barb Paetkau
Naomi Penner
Steve Regier
Brian & Delilah Roth
Allison Schmidt
Myrna Wiebe
Devin Wiens
Jill Wiens
Margo Willie
Ryan & Dana Wood

Memorial Donors
Lawrence Schmidt
August 1, 1955-July 12, 2018
Russ Regier
April 2, 1954-October 9, 2018
John Fitzgerald
April 28, 1954-October 26, 2018
Greg Neufeld
December 10, 1962-May 1, 2019
Harry Unrau
September 7, 1924-Aug 9, 2019
Thank you to our many
anonymous donors and for
your continued support for
our school!
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ALUMNI

NEWS
Alumni
reunions
65 years

Left to right: Velma (Ediger), Henry Harms, Edna (Regier), Marg (Epp), Jim Ewert, Erna (Harder), Kathy (Olfert),
Irvin Martens, Margaret (Zacharias), Hazel (Hamm), Bill Bergen, Beth (Epp), Harry Peters, Werner Krahn, Bill
Heese, Oscar Epp. Seated: Leona (Wiens) Left: Pete Friesen, Iona (Schapansky), Arnold Schellenberg.

breakfast, more visiting and then the
goodbyes.
We broke tradition and met after five
years because we weren’t sure if we
would be around in 2024. Now the same
question arises, time will tell.

By Elmer Janzen
We were a class of 29, nine have passed
away. Eleven of us (along with eight
spouses) were able to come to the
reunion. On Friday afternoon we met at
the Delta Hotel in downtown Saskatoon
to get reacquainted: we greeted, visited,
ate, reminisced and took some pictures.
Saturday late afternoon we gathered
at RJC for the alumni BBQ. We were
there in good time so had time to visit
the halls and look at class pictures. We
then saw the college musical; my what
talent. Rudy Friesen from our class was
introduced as having been the teacher
to put on the first musical in year 1965.
Sunday morning we gathered at the
Willows Golf Club in Saskatoon for

60 years
By Erna (Harder) Neufeldt
“Who is the woman with the blue shirt?”
Or “Who’s that guy over there?” That’s
how many conversations began on
Saturday afternoon as we gathered in
the Hague Museum. Everyone tried to
figure out who the others were. After all,
some had not seen each other in 40-50
years. It didn’t take long for us to connect
though. People’s mannerisms, like a
raised eyebrow, use of hands in speaking
or a ready smile, last a lifetime and are a
dead giveaway.
In open conversation people shared their
appreciation of how their experience
at RJC had shaped their teenage

years and later lives —the emphasis
on faith, music, sports and personal
accountability. We acknowledged how
our teachers had mentored us. We
regaled each other with memories of
mischief and stories, like the second
hand car that was named “Habakkuk”
much to the dismay of the new owner’s
father. A sad memory was the truck/train
crash that left two young people dead.
Some of our classmates have lost
spouses and poignantly shared that
experience. Nine of our classmates have
died and we took time to remember
each one in word and the lighting of a
candle.
It was a special time to be together,
remembering the past but also sharing
what our present lives are like. There
was an atmosphere of thankfulness
for opportunities we’d had to work, for
our present health, and for now being
retired. There was some talk of planning
a reunion for our 65th year, only five
years away so those of us who have seen
each other now in our elder years will
readily recognize each other.
Thanks to Marg, Henry and Jim for the
work they did in making a welcome
space for us to celebrate one another
and RJC.

50 years
By Glenis Koop
Front: Hedie (Koop) Harder, Audrey Heinrichs Gullickson, Helen (Becker) Cooke
Back: Vern Lobe, Earl Schmidt, Rudy Friesen, Paul Friesen, George Dyck, Elmer Janzen, Bill Janzen,
Heinz Heese
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The 50-year class reunion of the 1969
grads has come and gone with lots of
reconnections being made. Those of us

Back: Eric Neufeld. Roy Eichendorf, Greg Ewert, Dave Lepp, Ronn Janzen, Walter Fast, Terry Dick, Bob Dick, Al Penner, Eldrid Roth, Rick Epp, Shannon
Langley, Don Riekman, Mary Jean Nicholson, Shirley McDonald, Brenda Bryson, Rita Wiebe, Jane Neufeld, Cathy Watson Front: Rita Friesen, Karen Bright,
Harry Harder, Glenis Koop, Tom Dueck, Carrie McDonald, Frieda Lucyk, Linda Ann Aitken, Jean Krahn, Arnie Nickel, Carol TIngley, Joan Schpansky, Irene
Patterson, Leona Pidborochynski

on the grad committee had lots of fun
trying to find everyone, and with emails
and telephone calls we managed to
contact just about everyone. Garry and
Glenis Koop opened up their home for a
backyard deck social on Friday evening
with a turnout of 26 people chattering
away. It was as if we had never been
away from each other — some for a few
years and some for fifty. Where has the
time gone!
Saturday we met at the Seager Wheeler
Farm at 2p.m. and continued visiting
with some classmates and then
returning to RJC to see the school. A
lovely supper was served to the 56 of us
who were in attendance. After supper
we had a candle memorial for those who
have passed away. We remembered and
shared stories of those gone before us.
Fortunately Joan Schapansky was able
to attend before she sadly passed away
on September 7. The evening continued
with some returning to RJC for the
operetta.

40 years
By Denelda Fast
A wonderful first meeting of the 40
year grads gathered at Congress Beer
House and began reminiscing on
the Friday night. We discovered very
quickly that some of us have better
long term memory than others ... thank
goodness! We took a short walk to the
Bessborough Gardens following supper
and we were joined by more old friends
and entertained by Walk Off the Earth
at the Sask Jazz Festival. It began as a
beautiful evening and then suddenly
the skies opened. Good company kept
the moisture from dampening our
spirits though! I’m surprised the review
from Saskatoon’s local newspaper didn’t
mention the “raucous” group sitting on
the Metric Patio!
With the much needed rain giving no
signs of letting up, plan B was put into
action on Saturday morning. Bring your
own brunch was moved from a rooftop

overlooking the river to the beautiful
and spacious staff room and lounge
at aodbt architecture interior design.
Thank you to Nicole Tiessen (‘98) and Jeff
Olfert (a good Mennonite who wishes
he was an RJC grad) for allowing us to
use this space. Everyone walked in with
their own version of brunch food and
their favourite morning beverage. It
was so exciting to see some more old
classmates.
We surprised Ginny with what she
described as “the most beautiful singing
of happy birthday that she had ever
heard” as she entered through the patio
doors! Projected on the big screen was
a video of the riverbank view that we
missed from the rooftop — almost as
good as the real thing.
We converged on campus later in the
afternoon where more new faces joined
the celebration! We were greeted by
Tammy Forrester (‘90) chair of the RJC
board and then toured the school and

The Saskatoon Inn served 30 of us a
wonderful Sunday brunch — those of
us wanting to continue visiting and not
heading for home once again went to
the Koop’s and ate the many leftovers
from the Saturday supper.
Every reunion gets better and many
suggested a 55 year reunion would be
lots of fun. We have all been blessed by
our years at RJC. Let’s see what happens
in five years.

Back: Denise Fowler, Erna Regehr, Deanna Allen, Terry
Allen. Third row: Marv Loeppky, Cindy Nickel, Krista
Nickel. Second row: Bonnie Friesen, Al Thiessen, Grant
Unrau, Sylvia Nickel, Deb Regehr, Don Epp. Front row:
Ginny Lepp, Denelda Fast, Gord Enns, Dena Epp

Back row: Karen Dick, Joanne Wiens,
Bonnie Friesen, Bev Patkau and Char
Neufeld. Front row: Erna Regehr,
Mike Froese
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dorms, shared a delicious meal and
mingled with other alumni and friends.
Some then left for Gord and Lynne’s for
the evening fireside while others stayed
to be thoroughly entertained by Joseph
and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat!
The fireside 70s music gave us reason to
sing, “dance,” and reminisce until the wee
hours of Sunday morning.
Denise and Dave opened their home
and backyard on Sunday morning. We
honoured our friend and classmate
Norm Wiebe and then belted out 606
before partaking in a scrumptious
brunch supplied by committee
members. More photo ops, more
reminiscing and scouring through old
photos, more laughter and a few tears.

30 Year Reunion
By Charlene Krahn
The class of 1989 has spread all over
Canada so a big class reunion didn’t
seem to be in the plans. We ended up
having two gatherings of the ‘89 grads,
one at RJC and one in Calgary the
following day.
A group of six of us met at RJC on
Saturday, June 22 where we wandered
the sacred halls, admired our grad
photos and laughed as we remembered
the stories of old. We then headed over
to the old brick school to find our names
and, again, laughed as we remembered
the stories of old. We were taken on
a tour of the residences and the Pit
to see how much has changed in 30
years as we once again laughed as we
remembered the stories of old. We then
took part in the alumni supper as well
as the musical in the evening. It was
wonderful to reconnect with old friends.
We even had some ‘88 grads join our
group for supper and visiting.

Shannon Neufeldt, Nadine (Regier) Loeppky,
Charlene Krahn, Eric Paetkau, Gary Penno, Jody
Peters
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Six of the ‘89 grads were able to meet
up in Calgary on Sunday, June 23. Gary
Penno slipped in a little later, but was
the only member of the class to make
it to both of the reunions. The group
had a great time reminiscing and
reconnecting. They were happy to have
had some ‘90 grads join them in the
afternoon.

Sheryl (Bartel) Grasmeyer, Tamara (Bergen)
Hagel, Laurie Martens-Morningstar, Vanessa
(Isaak) Plett, Shannon (Reider) Sulllivan

20 Year Grad Reunion
By Marla (Balzer) Janzen
On the weekend of June 21-22 a
handful of 20-year RJC grads took the
opportunity to party like it was 1999.
We started the festivities on Friday at my
house in Saskatoon. I was hopeful for
a nice warm evening where we could
spread out on the deck and in the yard,
but instead we got an evening of rain.
We spent the evening inside, crowded
around all the food and drinks, hardly
noticing all the children running around
and playing together like they had
known each other for years.

faces again and it really did feel like
old times. Conversation and laughter
came with little effort. We all agreed that
everyone was the same as they were 20
years ago, yet somehow a little better.
On Saturday, we made the trek to
Rosthern and gathered at Matt Enns’ (‘97)
business, Maker’s Malt. We started our
evening with a walk to the school so we
could visit our old stomping grounds.
Some of us hadn’t been back to Rosthern
since grad — funny how a place can
trigger so many memories. It was
interesting to see all the changes at the
school and how some things are exactly
as we remembered.
After a tour of RJC, we headed back
to Maker’s Malt for a BBQ and drinks,
and the socializing went late into the
evening. It was amazing to reconnect
with old friends that had played such an
important role in those formative years
at RJC. We genuinely missed everyone
who couldn’t make it to the weekend
and reminisced about all of you as we
flipped through old yearbooks.
I would like to thank everyone who
helped get this little weekend together
— whether it was bringing snacks on
Friday, helping set up tables and chairs
on Saturday or cleaning up a barley mill
in the wee hours of the night, or just
showing up! Let’s make sure the next
gathering is even better!

It was so good to see all of the familiar

Back: Jeff Rempel, Kelly (Regier) Mizuno, Amalia Nickel, Sarah (Nicholson) Rinholm, Nathan Rinhom, Adam
Ens, Landon Grams. Middle: Ladda Phommavong, Marla (Balzer) Janzen, Natasha (Funk) Parsons, Brian
Koop. Front: Michelle (Epp) Yuen, Susanna Kaufman, Christa (Enns) Baldwin.

10 Year Grad
By Cara Epp
The class of 2009 started their
celebrations off with a supper in
Saskatoon on Friday. Saturday we met at
RJC to dig up prophecies. The spot was
located easily, but unfortunately we were
a little more ambitious 10 years ago and
had buried them quite deep! After some
work we had them out and enjoyed
sitting on the RJC lawn reading through
them. We then went to Cara (Warkentin)
Epp’s house for a BBQ and visiting.
The night was finished off by looking
through yearbooks and watching our
grad slideshow. It was great to catch up
and we missed everyone who couldn’t
make it!

Front: Heidi Dick, Jacoba Fast. Middle: Miranda Young, Krista Dueck, Abby Stewart, Aleta Martens,
Rachel Stock, Julian Tate-Penna. Back: Curtis Wiens, Coby Friesen, Dan Driediger, Ian Epp, Levi
Doerksen, Matt Wiens, Jennifer Regier, Lindsay Jensen, Cara Warkentin

2019 GRADUATING CLASS
Back: Reed Fitzgerald, Morgan Hildebrandt, Liam Weller, Adam Boldt, Kaitlyn Janzen, Nathan Bartel, Sean Nichol, Leo Pang, Ben Nickel, Fernando Guerrero Garcia
Middle: Dane Harder, Morgan Speiser, Katie Jantzen, Cassie Bobbitt, Olivia Atherton-Reimer, Gerardo Maltos Chapa, Josh Lino, Jan Lart, Nathan Janzen, Barry Zou
Front: Chantal Dueck, Kate Boyer, Lyn Hildebrand, Carolyne Perrault, Tess Johnson, Cabri Peters, Natalia Thiessen, Sydney Martens, Mikayla Buryniuk, Tyse Nett

If your grad year ends in a 0...
Then you’ve got a reunion coming this summer! Some class reps are already hard at work planning the reunions, but we’re looking for
more reps! Contact Denelda Fast if you can help deneldafast@hotmail.com or 1-306-221-2846
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I’ll be like ‘I can’t wait to go back and see
my friends.’”

CONNECT
INTERVIEWS
Taking the
risk
What it’s like to attend RJC from out of
province
Like most grade 10 students, Shay CaseSkubleny was nervous about the idea of
moving out of province for high school.
But she was having trouble at her large
school in Calgary, and so Shay and her
family decided to give RJC a shot. She’s
never looked back.
The transition was made a little easier in
her first year because Shay went along
with her older sister which meant there
was always a familiar face around. And
the many social activities at RJC, sports
teams and living in the dorms helped
her make a new community quickly. “I
was skeptical of coming,” she says, “but I
love it here so much. I’ll be on breaks and

Over her three years, Shay has been on
the football, volleyball, basketball and
track teams. Social events like Sam and
Sadie Hawkins, have also been highlights
— particularly the Canada themed one
last year. “We went tobogganing down
this big hill in Saskatoon. And it was just
the most fun I have had,” she says.
The Alternative Learning and Service
Opportunities weeks have also had a big
impact. Shay went to BC her first year,
then Toronto and now she’s planning
to go to Guatemala this year. “The
ALSO trips are also very fun and really
impactful on your life. They’re another
reason for coming [to RJC] because you
can’t really get that at other schools,” she
says.
The smaller class sizes have also been a
big help for Shay compared to her old
school in Calgary. “Here the teachers
really want you to do well. They’re here
to help you with anything you need
and they can kind of tell if you don’t
understand and they’ll help you. They
just really care about you doing your
best.”
Living away from home and being
responsible for everything herself
was an adjustment. “I definitely have
improved since being here for the past
few years,” she says. “It’s all a learning
process, you have to try new things
out and I definitely think I’ve got the
hang of it now.” But she says having the
deans living in the dorms along with the
students was a big help, and her parents
were always just a phone call away.
While she knows it can be intimidating
to think about leaving home, Shay has
never regretted the decision to go to
school in another province. “It’s just a
great high school experience because
it gets you ready. It gives you more
independence and lets you figure out
stuff for yourself,” she says. “You just have
to take the risk because it’s such a great
place.”
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From RJC to
university
athletics
Before Morgan Hildebrandt was even
a student at RJC, he was drawn to the
sports teams. When his older brother
was a student, his family would come
out from Saskatoon for games where
Morgan had a chance to take in the
atmosphere and meet other potential
RJC students. “You always see the
students cheering on every team and
having fun,” he says. “It’s a very tight
knit community and everyone’s always
together and having fun.”
When Morgan started at RJC in grade
10 he found sports was a great way to
build a new community on campus. He
was on the football, basketball and track
teams and helped out with volleyball
when they needed an extra player. “I
liked hanging out with the guys and I
found that my best way to connect with
people was through sports,” he says.
Not only did he participate in RJC sports,
Morgan also played on a club volleyball
team in Saskatoon. He could only be
on one RJC team per season and didn’t
want to give up football. But he was also
interested in playing volleyball after high
school and knew that being on a team in
the city was his best shot.
And it paid off. Last year, while in
grade 12, Morgan started looking into
options to play university volleyball and
was recruited by Ambrose University
in Calgary. He was open to playing
anywhere, but the small community
similar to RJC, drew him there. He
submitted tapes, the recruiter got to
watch him play in a Calgary tournament,
and then he was invited for a visit and he
signed that weekend. He’s been playing
at Ambrose since September.
When thinking about going to RJC,
some students may worry that being at a
smaller school might hurt their chances

Education
for future
service

of going on to university athletics. But
many students have been recruited by
university teams either from playing
on club teams while at RJC or straight
from the RJC teams themselves. (See a
list below of just some of the recent RJC
grads who went on to play on university
teams).
Playing volleyball in Saskatoon while
at RJC was a big commitment. Before
Morgan had his driver’s licence he took
the school shuttle to Osler where his
parents picked him up to drive the rest
of the way. His club team had multiple
practices a week in addition to his RJC
teams. But Morgan is still glad he made
the choice to go to RJC. He was able to
get the athletic experience he needed
while building a community that is hard
to find anywhere else. “I have never
regretted going to RJC. It was lots of fun
and met a lot of super close friends.”
Short list of recent RJC grads who
went on to university athletics:
•
Reed Fitzgerald (Canadian
Mennonite University) - Soccer (grad
2019)
•
Abby Davis (Waldorf University) Soccer (grad 2017)
•
Graham Forrester (University of
Waterloo) - Baseball (grad 2017)
•
Carter Dahl (University of
Saskatchewan) - Football (grad
2016)
•
Danielle Brockman (University of
Alberta) - Volleyball (grad 2016)
•
Yousef Hachachena (The King’s
University) - Soccer (grad 2015)

Living and working in the heart of
New York City is a long way from RJC’s
classrooms and dorms. But some of
Laura Ayers’ experiences in Rosthern
helped lead her to where she is today:
volunteering for a year in Manhattan
with New York Cares while applying for
law school.
While social justice has always been an
interest, Laura sees connections between
her time at RJC and the desire to go into
law. Her experiences with the Alternative
Learning and Service Opportunities
weeks helped encourage her interest in
service: over her three years she travelled
to Saskatoon, Alabama and Guatemala.
The time in Saskatoon where students
spent the day downtown and met some
of the cities low income people was
particularly impactful. “That definitely
was a turning point for me. It makes you
recognize your privilege a little bit,” she
says. “The ASLO service weeks are a really
interesting opportunity that you don’t
get at many other public schools.”

spend the first part of the year working
on the Winter Wishes program where
kids submit letters with Christmas wishes
and she’ll match them with donors who
can grant the wish.
Then she’ll spend the second half of
the year focused on education projects.
“I thought it would be a really good
opportunity to use my communications
degree to get some practice,” Laura says
of her choice to serve with New York
Cares, “and I think it’s really interesting
how they can take two different
stakeholders on opposite ends of the
spectrum and kind of mesh them
together to hopefully create a bit more
understanding.”
While some people may be anxious
about how attending a small school
like RJC could impact their future, Laura
found it helped develop skills that
have served her well. “I think that RJC
though it’s a small school, or because
it’s a small school, really creates an open
connection between the teachers and
students. I felt I was able to express my
opinions and express my doubts or
questions without judgement or without
fear,” she says. “I do think the emphasis
on service has definitely shaped the way
that I wanted to go.”

After graduation, Laura attended the
University of Saskatchewan before
transferring to the University of Ottawa
to focus on political studies and
communications. It was during a class on
the constitution that Laura developed
her interest in studying law, specifically
wanting to focus on Indigenous Law.
“If I am able to take my background in
politics and work as a mediator between
Indigenous groups and government
towards reconciliation, that’s kind of the
end goal for me.”
While she is applying to law school
Laura is spending the year volunteering
through Mennonite Voluntary Service at
a non-profit called New York Cares. The
organization works to match up people
in the city in need with individual or
corporate donors who can help. She’ll
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Tournament of memories JANUARY 24-25, 2020
Save the date! The alumni and friends Tournament of Memories will take place on
January 24th and 25th! It will showcase basketball and hockey and is a wonderful
time to reconnect with some of your classmates and other alumni. Come join in
the fun!
Please register for either of the activities by January 20th, 2020 by contacting
Denelda Fast at deneldafast@hotmail.com or 1-306-221-2846.
Basketball games will be played Friday evening and Saturday. Hockey teams
spanning many years will play together on Saturday at the RJC arena. Please
contact Denelda if you have a team or want to be on one.
A nutritious lunch will be served in the dining hall for all participants and
spectators. Come out to play on the ice or on the court, or just come out to cheer!

connect with us
We hope you enjoy this edition of RJC Connect, our
semi-annual newsletter that keeps you updated on
student life, alumni happenings, school events and
everything that makes the RJC community such a
vibrant, exciting place.

Return undelivered
Canadian addresses to:
Rosthern Junior College
Box 5020, 410-6th Avenue
Rosthern, SK S0K 3R0

If you’d like to suggest story ideas, please email us at
office@rosthernjuniorcollege.ca
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