
Jackson Kosokowsky Faith Story  
 
Hello everyone,  
 
My name is Jackson Kosokowsky, and I’m a third year student at RJC. Being a third year 
means that I have had the pleasure of welcoming 2 years of new students to our school, as well 
as being a new student myself. Each one of these years have been completely unique 
experiences, and everyone's experience at RJC is different. But one thing that I believe remains 
consistent throughout all the years and different classes is the welcoming community 
surrounding our school. How we are part of it, how we share it, and how it affects us long after 
we graduate are all key features that shape our time at RJC. 
 
This community really has something special about it. From the very first steps you take inside 
RJC you are greeted with the smiling faces of people that want to welcome you. They will help 
you move your luggage up to your dorm room, or make sure that you are registered properly for 
school. After everyone says goodbye to their parents, we play mixer games to make sure that 
everyone is included and to help people get to know one another. After that, the community just 
keeps growing throughout the year. From our class retreats to water fun day, and all the events 
in between, they are all there to build our community into a place where everyone belongs and 
can help contribute to making it a welcoming place for everyone else.  
 
With something this valuable, some would think we would want to covet the community all to 
ourselves, but our ability to share is what really solidifies it as special. We involve people from 
all across the country, and even the world, in a number of different ways. We are invited to sing 
at different church services and music festivals. We also host a number of our own concerts to 
share the gift of music with as many people as we can. We invite prospective students to get a 
taste of what RJC is like at spend a day and host RJC home tournaments for a multitude of 
different sports. We go all across the continent for our ALSO trips to learn about some major 
issues in our world like homelessness and lack of food security. And we invite everyone to our 
production of a full broadway musical at the end of the year. Of course many of these events 
were canceled due to COVID, but that did not stop the staff from bringing new life to these 
events in a safe and socially distant way. 
 
This community doesn’t just stop at graduation, it extends much further than that, throughout 
our whole lives. RJC makes it a point to welcome all newly graduated students as alumni and   
hosts tournaments and events like the homecoming banquet to honor all the graduates of 
previous years. Personally, I’m already looking forward to my 10 year reunion in 2030. But the 
sense of community isn’t just limited to the events that RJC puts on, it persists due to the close 
friendships we make while we are there. One of the biggest reasons I came to RJC was 
because my mom went. While she was there she formed strong connections with people she is 
still friends with today. So I went hoping that I could make those same connections, and I did. All 
the people graduating here with me, we all have memories and experience that we share. 
Whether it’s from sports, classes or just having fun together. These memories that make up our 
time at RJC are what form a connection that has the potential to last a lifetime. Even people not 
from my class, those graduating next year or who graduated a year or two ago, we still have 
that same shared experience that brings us together. 
 
Now despite the great lengths separating us, we all took the time to come together and 
celebrate the end of another school year. I think this is great evidence of our community. 
Everyone took the time out of their day to tune into our graduation service. Lots of people put in 



a lot of work to make this happen, and that just goes to show what this community is capable of 
and what we can learn from it. How we can be a part of the community, how we can share it, 
and how it influences us. I believe these lessons that I have learned from RJC will help me to be 
successful in forming new communities in my future, and I hope that it’s made the same positive 
impact on all of you. Thank you.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


