
Shay Case-Skubleny Faith Story  
 
Hello everyone,  
  
My name is Shay, and I appreciate the invitation to share a faith story at this service.   
 
Lately, as I have watched events going on around the world I have been feeling 
discouraged.  There is so much going on, that I have had a hard time wrapping my mind around 
it all.  I have found myself thinking about a couple of difficult questions, including:  
 

• Why are the problems we are facing still with us? Shouldn’t some things have been 
addressed by now? 

• With all of our capabilities, how do we still feel so powerless or vulnerable?  
• Why is our impulse to turn inward during hard times when coming together and working 

side by side would help us address our issues more easily and justly?  
 
In preparation for this sharing I realized that I had encountered some of these same questions 
while I was at RJC during times of service with the ALSO program.  In Grade 10 I travelled to 
Oliver, BC, to work with the Okanagan Gleaners, and in Grade 11 I went to Toronto, Ontario to 
learn about -9-chronic homlessness and urban issues.   
 
As I considered these experiences, I began to recognize that even as I was faced with difficult 
questions about God and the world, I also came face to face with reasons to feel hopeful and 
inspired.     
 
On my first ALSO trip we went to the Okanagan Gleaners to help prepare food that would be 
sent across the world to the third world countries that need food the most. While I was there I 
felt an array of mixed emotions. One of the things that made me feel unsettled was seeing all 
the perfectly good food. For the most part all of the food that was donated was perfectly fine to 
eat, but it couldn't be sold in stores because it wasn't up to the beauty standards of the food 
industry.  I was bothered that in our everyday lives we throw out so much food, even though 
there are still families, not even that far away from us, that don't have enough to eat.  
 
Another thing that I noticed was how much food we processed in the short amount of time that 
we were there.  In just 5 days we were able to dehydrate more than 50,000 pounds of 
vegetables to share with people in need. It's crazy how many people that we were able to help 
feed in the short amount of time that we were there. I left the Gleaners thinking about what we 
could accomplish if we spent a little more time there, as well as what opportunities are around 
me at home to work together to respond to big issues in the same way.  
 
The next experience that really opened my eyes to the world we live in was the Toronto trip last 
year. On this trip I overcame some of my fears surrounding the homeless people of our society. 
It's not that I was necessarily scared of them but, you know, I would give money when I could, 
and if i couldn’t I often found myself avoiding eye contact with them. But on this trip one of the 
‘challenges'’ was that we had to go talk to talk to them and learn their name, and eye 
colour.   Another challenge included having to take someone to lunch and match the price of 
their meal.  
 
In these challenges I realized that sometimes we forget that individuals experiencing 
homelessness are people too. And it's not always their fault that they are in these situations that 



make them homeless. And even though homlessness is a big issue, and is not necessarily one 
that we could solve in a day, we can remember that they are people just like us.  And just like 
us, sometimes they just need a second chance or even to have a conversation with someone so 
that they remember that we see them. 
 
As I say my final words, I would like to remind everyone of a poem that most of us were taught 
in grade 10.  It’s called “Outwitted,” and basically it says that even if someone draws a circle to 
keep us out we can still draw them in with Love and support.This poem suggests the answer to 
all of the questions that I am asking, and have asked, over the last few years: even though 
issues of exclusion persist, Love is a response that we can always choose; that our imagination 
can always increase to find new solutions and possibilities for change; and that by expanding 
our circle to include more than just ourselves, we create a world which creates space for 
everyone to thrive. This relates directly to my ALSO experiences. If I’'ve learned anything it's 
that we can do so much more together than apart. So in the midst of the challenging conditions 
we are currently in, I encourage you to think of others when you can, because we all need to 
come together at this time. 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 


