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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE

Schools: An 
essential service 
This summer I had the privilege of meeting with 
many public health and education officials to 
prepare for the upcoming school year. While 
the work was fraught with many questions and 
concerns, these apprehensions were balanced 
with a deep commitment to reopening schools 
because of the essential services they provide. 
It was encouraging to hear others affirm the 
value of schools and education in our province, 
country and society at large. 

After much planning and anticipation, on 
September 8th, 2020, RJC’s 115th school year 
began! We welcomed 48 new students this 
year. Their fresh excitement, coupled with our 
returning students’ enthusiasm, brought a burst 
of energy to our campus once more. 

New protocols and procedures are in place, but 
staff and students have found innovative ways 
to establish routines and are 
embracing the opportunities 
before them. Choir is now 
with masks, and sports have 
new guidelines for play. 
Classes require attention 
to spacing, and chapels are in the gym where 
we have more space. Dormitory students are 
now assigned single rooms, and the kitchen 
staff plate our food. These changes have caused 
some things to move slower; but with some 
imagination and special attention to safety, 
students are able to participate in all these 
school activities once more. It is exciting to see 
them embrace the opportunity to be together 
again. 

This year will look different, and we may 
encounter challenges ahead. If so, we won’t 
face them alone. We have a group of alumni 
and friends who support and encourage us. 

We have an expanding group of churches and 
church members who pray for us. We have new 
students, families and partner organizations 
working with us. We have a strong sense of 
mission and purpose, and a committed staff. 
We have our faith, and we have each other. 
Storms may come, but we will face them 
without fear. We will face them with courage, 
faith, hope and commitment. We will face them 
together, continuing to pursue our mission to 
prepare students for lives of faith, service and 
peacemaking. 

This issue of Connect is about giving. It is about 
choosing to share one’s gifts and one’s bounty. 
It is about courage and a faith that believes we 
can make a difference. It is about believing that 
our mission is still relevant and worthy of our 
commitment. Through giving of themselves 
many RJC alumni have made a positive impact 
in our world. I hope you find their stories 
meaningful and encouraging. 

Schools matter, and I thank you for your support 
of this one

–Ryan Wood 

Storms may come, but we will 
face them without fear.“ “
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Academics 
Our academic year began strong despite 
some new protocols. We have been able 
to maintain our core academic courses 
and gained some new ones too. This 
semester our band class will be focused 
on string instruments, and we have added 
dance to our list of second semester 
electives. Each September we use class 
retreats to launch our IMAGINE, THRIVE 
and EXPLORE grade-based programs, and 
despite the new protocols we were able 
to successfully keep the spirit of these 
retreats. Instead of an overnight trip, each 
grade went to Shekinah Retreat Centre 
to spend the day outside completing 
activities based on the themes of each 
program. We’ve also had two grade-
based mornings so far. The grade 10 
IMAGINE students returned to Shekinah 
to learn about the creation story and their 
relationship to the land. The grade 12 
EXPLORE program spent time at Ancient 
Echos Interpretive Centre in Herschel, 
Saskatchewan. They examined ancient 
Indigenous artifacts and learned about 
creation and cultures colliding. There are 

certainly some adjustments to how we 
teach this year, but students and staff 
alike have been grateful to be back in the 
classroom.

Faith and life
RJC High School’s commitment to 
preparing students for lives of faith, 
service and peacemaking continues to 
shape a robust faith and life program. 
Activities like regular chapels, partnerships 
with ecumenical church partners and 
community worship times all contribute to 
students’ spiritual formation. 

A new pastor-in-residence initiative was 
launched this September. Building on RJC’s 
success with providing on-campus spiritual 
care, in partnership with Mennonite Church 
Saskatchewan, the faith and life program 
worked to create more opportunities for 
visiting pastors and partners in ministry to 
engage with students. This year, a guest 
from Canadian Mennonite University was 
able to provide in-class workshops and lead 
chapels as part of this new effort. 

Music
Who would have ever thought that 
singing would become a dangerous 
activity? But the COVID-19 pandemic 
did just that. Singing and music-making 
with wind instruments became tightly 
controlled activities. Fortunately, RJC is a 
creative institution, and has worked hard 
to make a schedule that allows for safe 
and meaningful music-making this year.
Virtually all students at RJC have registered 
to take choir as a class. This year, concert 
choir is meeting in three smaller groups 
throughout the week to meet the safe 
education plans. But be assured that every 
student who wants choir as an option is 
able to take it. We sing, and we do it safely 
within the guidelines of Saskatchewan 
Health! 

If you caught our opening program in 
September, you would have seen a great 
example of how choir works this year. 
The opening number for the program 
showed the choir recording in the chapel. 
Once the audio was set, we took the choir 
outside for a music video style shoot. You 

school life
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can see the final product on RJC’s YouTube 
channel.

Band is continuing this year after a fabulous 
debut last year. Jill handed the baton off to 
Zac, who is teaching the course as a guitar 
ensemble. Interest is high with an even 
greater number of students taking band this 
year. 

Athletics
RJC has been keeping busy with a variety of 
in-house athletic activities this year. With the 
absence of traditional team sports, RJC has 
organized several coed events which have 
allowed students to remain active and build 
community. So far students have been able 
to enjoy beach and indoor volleyball, pickup 
soccer, flag football, Wiffle golf (on RJC’s very 
own Wiffle ball course), dodgeball, ultimate 
disc and a number of other events to get the 
blood flowing. 

Just recently, RJC put on an in-house 
exhibition of both soccer and football. 
Students played a blue vs white game for 
both the Turkey bowl (football) and the 
Cranberry Cup (soccer). Great fun was had 
by both the students participating and by 
the very enthusiastic fans that watched the 
event. We look forward to starting up indoor 
volleyball in the near future.

Dorm life
The RJC dorm plays a vital role in facilitating 
school activities and fostering community. 
This year, as a preventative COVID-19 
measure, each student was assigned a single 
room, but this has not prevented students 
from coming together to enjoy school 
activities. The first few weeks of school were 
filled with activities planned by the student 
community and representative councils and 
staff. School games, sports, evening bonfire 
and an outdoor movie night all helped 
start the year off with high enthusiasm and 
energy. We look forward to the events that 
the student community council continues 
to plan throughout the year including guys’ 
and girls’ nights out. 
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Mieke Malan Erin Boldt Rick Lehman

Top row: Luiza Bacheschi Melega, James Best, Laura Blumrich, Htoo Bo Paw, Megan Brendle, Jo-Lee Brockman, Jenna Buryniuk, Shay Case-Skubleny 2nd row: Fernanda 
Cervantes, Rima Daniyali, Rogelio De La Garza, Jasmine Epp, Mackenzie Ericson-Lemaigre, Orycia Gaudet 3rd row: Vince Gaudet, Kate Hanson, Eh Ni Htoo, Jackson Kosokowsky, 
Rosa Ku Wah, Ian Loeppky 4th row: Neetu Mahl, Michael Ng, Shay Nordmarken-Kowaski, Andres Proanos, Robert Roth, Mackenzie Rudolph, Kylee Warkentin, Micah Wood

Congratulations, class of 2020!

Staff 
transitions
RJC High School was happy to add 
some new staff members this year. Erin 
Boldt (2011) has joined us in the dorms, 
and Mieke Malan (2015) has joined our 
teaching staff. Erin comes to us with a 
degree in social work and a deep desire 
to help young people. Mieke is a recent 

graduate of the University of Saskatchewan 
and is excited for her part-time, temporary 
teaching position filling a maternity leave. 
Welcome Mieke and Erin!

We also said some goodbyes this fall. Rick 
Lehman, our maintenance manager for 
the past 23 years, started his retirement 
in September. Over his many years Rick 
was committed to maintaining the 
school’s buildings and dormitory as well 
as keeping the campus grounds beautiful. 

His presence and hard work will be missed. 
Someone who works with his hands, Rick 
had an artistic flair and over the years built 
many items on campus, including furniture. 
For his final project he was commissioned 
to build a new cross, which is now featured 
at the front of our gymnasium for chapel. 
Rick is a man deeply committed to his faith, 
and he prayed regularly for the staff and 
the student body. This final building project 
was a fitting legacy for Rick, and we wish 
him all the best in his retirement. 
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14th annual golf classic 

The annual RJC golf classic took a different 
form this year. Due to the restriction on 
gatherings, golfers were encouraged to golf 
at a course of their choice, with those in their 
pandemic bubble, anytime between June 
8-30. Rather than collecting a registration 
fee, golfers were encouraged to make 
a donation to the school, which raised 
approximately $5,000. 

The 30 golfers who participated came 
from across Canada, making the event a 
wonderful way to connect in spirit with 
alumni and friends of RJC.   

Like a regular golf tournament, we included 
prizes and auction items. The silent auction 
ran through the RJC website, with items 
claimed by the following people:
•	 Alpyne Apparel collection (donated 

by Alpyne Apparel) - Christy and Carl 
Martens Funk

•	 Black walnut cribbage board 
(donated by Wood Walker Customs) 
- Hugo Malan

•	 Four Earl’s gift certificates (donated 
by Brian and Delilah Roth) - Nicole 
Tiessen

•	 Maker’s Malt gift package (donated 
by Maker’s Malt) - Alex Tiessen

•	 Pork package (donated by Carmen 
Corner Meats) - Rod and Laurie Wiens

•	 Seager Wheeler Farm basket 
(donated by Seager Wheeler Farm) - 
Ray and Karen Tiessen

Prizes were awarded in the following 
categories:
•	 Best score - Jim Epp, Ryan Epp, Erik 

Epp, David Epp (-9, Valley Regional 
Park, Rosthern, SK)

•	 Furthest course from Rosthern - 
Johnny Lau (Foxbridge Golf Course, 
Uxbridge, ON)

•	 Random draw from all participants 
- Julene Restall (Silverwood Golf 
Course, Saskatoon, SK) and Charlene 
Krahn (Rosetown Golf & Country Club, 
Rosetown, SK)

We are also grateful to our corporate 
sponsors for their support of this event, 
and to Canadian Mennonite University for 
lending us their creative tournament idea. 

Corporate Sponsors Recognition 
Golf classic Gold sponsors Golf classic silver sponsors homecominG Gold sponsors

development
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homecominG Gold sponsors

Homecoming: This Hour has 115 Years! 
Back in early summer the homecoming planning committee met 
together over Zoom to discuss how to execute one of RJC’s largest 
fundraisers of the year. The possibility of filling the RJC gym with 
more than 400 people was not looking likely, so the decision was 
made to put together a virtual homecoming event in the same 
spirit as Virtual Choirs & Cakes back in Spring. 

Since the goal was to create a sense of community by gathering 
alumni and friends in their homes to watch the event, “television” 
began as a starting point for the theme. As discussions continued, 
it also stood out to the committee that the event should be both a 
celebration of RJC’s long (115 year) history and be a comedy event, 
therefore, “This Hour…” based on the CBC comedy show with a 
similar name. 

Doing a virtual event afforded the committee a chance to be 
intentional about inviting alumni and friends from around the 
world to participate. Alumni from across Canada, the U.S., Europe, 
Asia and other parts of the world submitted videos with both 
reflections and greetings, and for an alumni choir. 

Featured alumni highlighted in the program were filmed “on 
location” and showcased Sheldon Kruger (1998) (interviewed by 
Kyle Roth (2001)), Sandra Horst (1983) (interviewed by Shelley 
Lepp (1999)), Eileen Klassen-Hamm (1983) (interviewed by Krista 
Nelson(2009)) and Baline Andres (1990) (interviewed by Chris Epp 

(1993)). Collectively, these alumni represented the many diverse 
experiences of students at RJC. 

Highlights also included a 1920s style silent film by Nicole Tiessen 
(1992) and Jacquie Thiessen (1990), a sports report with RJC 
Principal Ryan Wood, two virtual choirs and greetings and words of 
appreciation to RJC donors from RJC students.

Thanks to all who participated and watched the event, donated 
an auction item or donated as a corporate sponsor. Thanks to your 
generosity, we were able to exceed our $50,000 fundraising goal 
for this event. If you would like to re-watch homecoming, visit our 
YouTube channel. 

homecominG silver sponsors homecominG bronze sponsors
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Turnaround strategy for renewal and growth
Last school year we launched the RJC 115 
turnaround strategy for renewal and 
growth. In addition to celebrating 115 
years of RJC education, the strategy had 
three main goals:
•	 Increase enrolment (10 students a 

year for three years)
•	 Raise funds for current operational 

deficits
•	 Access financing to finish capital 

projects and service accumulated 
debt

The RJC 115 leadership team hosted a 
series of events in Rosthern, Saskatoon, 
Edmonton and Winnipeg to share this 
vision with RJC constituents. The plan 
was met with support from alumni and 
friends, and several supporters made 
commitments to become RJC 115 
visionary donors for three years.
We are now entering our second year 
of the strategy and there is much to 
celebrate! We have already seen the results 
of some new recruitment strategies with 

an increase of 20 students from last year. 
And our leadership team continues to 
make arrangements to meet with RJC 
supporters to further share this vision. 

To learn more about the turnaround 
strategy, please visit rjc.sk.ca to read 
the full document or email director 
of development, Alex Tiessen at 
development@rjc.sk.ca.    

Gift planning: Making a big 
impact for years to come
By Darren Pries-Klassen (1984)

I am a gift planner. In my day job I help 
people thoughtfully consider how they can 
make charitable gifts in life and at death. 
Lots of people make gifts to charity and it 
is wonderful for the recipient organization. 
Lives are touched and changed, and the 
world is a better place because of it. But a 
planned gift is a little different. Let me try to 
explain with a story.

Some years ago, my colleague met with a 
man who was doing end-of-life planning. 
He was carefully considering business 
succession, as well as the distribution of his 
other assets. But he was also very interested 
in ensuring that a handful of charities he 
cared about would benefit after he died. He 
had faithfully supported these causes for 
years, but always felt that the gifts he was 
able to make didn’t offer the level of impact 
he wanted. He wanted to do something big 
for charity but had no idea how to make 
that happen.

After considering his end-of-life plans, my 
colleague asked him if he had any assets 
they had not yet discussed. After some 
thought he said he had a life insurance 
policy from years ago, saying “I don’t really 
need it anymore so I was thinking I would 
just cancel it.” 

My colleague responded, “You could do 
that. Or you could name a charity as the 
beneficiary of that policy and keep making 
the premium payments. When you die, 
the charity will receive the death benefit.” 
His eyes lit up. He had no idea that a life 
insurance policy – his life insurance policy 
– could be used for the benefit of charity. 
Considering the size of his premium 
payments relative to the $100,000 death 
benefit that would go to charity upon his 
death, he was convinced it was a great 
idea. “This is exactly the kind of gift I always 
wanted to make but could never afford it,” 
he said. 

For many people, regular donations to 
charity are nothing new. Ask a generous 
person why they give to worthy causes 
and they will almost certainly tell you 
they learned generosity from parents or 
grandparents. They saw generosity in 
church when the offering plate was passed 
around.

This kind of charity is well understood and 
has been the lifeblood of many good causes 
for years. Gift planning moves generosity to 
another level. A thoughtful consideration 
of charitable giving in the context of your 
assets, liabilities and obligations to family 
and loved ones has the potential to make 

an impact for years to come. 

Gift planning is the birthplace of 
scholarships and endowment funds. 
It is how buildings are renovated and 
constructed. It is how mission and vision 
continue for decades to come. 
There is a proverb that sums up gift 
planning very well. “For tomorrow belongs 
to the people who prepare for it today.” 
Your tomorrow has potential to make a 
huge impact, for loved ones and for worthy 
causes, but it requires a little planning 
today. 

So, what do you say? Are you up for it?

Darren is an RJC graduate from the class of 
1984. Darren is also the CEO of Abundance 
Canada, a faith-based donor-advised 
foundation committed to helping people 
plan gifts for charity. He is the past chair of 
the Canadian Association of Gift Planners 
and currently sits on the board of directors of 
Imagine Canada, an organization that helps 
charities and non-profits better serve people 
and communities.
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Thank you for your continued 
support of our school. We invite 
alumni and friends to help us meet 
our financial goals by considering a 
gift as they are able at this time.

Annual giving Every gift to 
RJC is important, no matter how large 
or small. 

Help keep RJC affordable so more 
students have the opportunity to 
experience all RJC has to offer.

Monthly giving Become a 
sustaining donor. 

By giving monthly, you can make a 
difference year-round and provide 
a dependable source of income 
for the school. Even a gift of $10 
a month can make a significant 
difference.

Planned giving Make RJC a 
part of your legacy. 

You can help advance the future 
of RJC for many years through a 
planned gift or a gift in your will. 

Gifts in kind Give what you 
can, when you can. 

Donate food to the RJC kitchen or 
an item at an RJC fundraiser. Contact 
the school to discuss your gift. 

How to Give
- Cash and cheques
- Monthly withdrawals from your 
  account or credit card
- E-transfer:  accounting@rjc.sk.ca 
- Online: rjc.sk.ca/donate 

Ways to Give

If you would like to discuss your gift, please contact the business office 1-306-232-4222.

connect Stories
Giving for our kids: Two RJC alumni share 
why they became monthly donors 

Going to RJC was never really a question 
for both Sarah Unrau and Mackenzie Fast. 
Both their families had attended the school 
for generations. They heard the stories 
and had come to alumni tournaments 
and musicals as kids. They had seen the 
community first hand. 

Now the couple, who both graduated in 
2004, has signed up to become monthly 
donors,  providing ongoing financial 
support to the school and community 
they love. We had a conversation with 
Sarah and Mackenize to talk about their 
choice to give to RJC, and what they hope 
for the future of the school. 

What are the highlights from your time 
at RJC? 

Mackenize: I remember the end of the 
year stuff was so fun. I was involved in 
a supporting role in both musicals and 
I just found that intensity of leading up 
to musicals, and you’re doing finals at 
school and then there’s like the grad and 
the fireside. I just find that end of the year 
is really awesome. We were sad for the 
students last year that didn’t necessarily 
get to experience that. Other specific 
memories, for me I just like playing sports. 
I was hanging out with my buddies in the 

dorm room, I can’t really pick a specific 
experience. 

Sarah: It’s all these little moments of just 
being in the dorms together. I wasn’t 
in Chorale, but there was a group of us 
who would go do stuff after school while 
Chorale was practicing. There was always 
something going on. And all the travelling 
we did together, that was really great. We 
spent a lot of time in vans or in vehicles 
and you just got the chance to experience 
life all together. 

Looking back now, do you feel there 
were lessons or experiences from RJC 
that shaped your life? 

Mackenzie: The friend group that we 
have right now is actually still very largely 
RJC-centric. A lot of our friends from high 
school are still the closest people that we 
deal with now. 
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One thing I gained from RJC is that you can 
become a very well rounded person. I think 
if I had stayed in the city I would have been 
narrowly focused on one activity. I do think 
that I wouldn’t have sang, I wouldn’t have 
participated in dinner theatres. That well 
rounded nature of being able to be musical 
and being part of a community and still 
doing athletics and still doing academics, 
that’s the biggest thing I think that it 
instilled in me.

Sarah: And I think it has allowed us to stay 
in our communities as well and give back 
to our church community. When you’re in 
youth groups, or you’re somewhere like RJC, 
there’s this understanding that you all have 
pieces of faith that are really important to 
you and who you are. And so then you kind 
of just carried it. You kept going to church 
and you kept being involved in those 
things. 

How did you make the decision to start 
giving to RJC? 

Sarah: Initially when we started giving it 

was definitely because we loved RJC, we 
had a great time there and we would like 
to give back. If we made it to an event 
we would donate and that would be 
our donation for the year. But then more 
recently we missed one of the fundraisers 
and all of a sudden we realized we didn’t 
actually give to RJC that whole year. We 
just totally forgot to do it. And so we 
thought we should probably be a little 
more intentional about this. And so that’s 
why we started the monthly thing. 

It’s easy to do, and because of the monthly 
giving it’s a smaller portion each month 
but it works out to triple what we were 
giving once a year. So we were looking at it 
that way because it’s a really good way to 
give more… 

Mackenzie: While also budgeting. 

Sarah: It’s a good way for us to be able to 
give more and give it more consistently. 
And most recently I guess our intentions 
have really shifted. When we talk about 
how our families had such great times and 

we were always at alumni tournaments or 
musicals as kids, sitting in the front row and 
just enjoying that culture — that’s exactly 
what we were trying to do for our kids now. 
So now when we give it’s absolutely for our 
kids. 

What are your hopes for the future of 
the school? 

Sarah: I think there is some advantage to it 
being a small school. I don’t ever hope that 
RJC becomes a massive school with lots of 
students. But at the same time I want them 
to feel like they’re sustainable with their 
student body. Having that small community 
just makes that program so unique and 
valuable. I would hope that they can 
continue to provide those values of what it 
means to live well in community, and to live 
well with one another and to give back. 

Mackenzie: That it can be a place where 
people are welcomed, where they can have 
a variety of interests that they can delve 
into and explore, and it just continues to be 
a supportive, nurturing place.

No single stories: An RJC graduate’s work to 
create a more welcoming church 

In her popular TED talk, The danger 
of a single story the Nigerian writer 
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie says that 
when you talk about a group of people as 
only one thing, over and over, that is what 

they become to you. When we have only 
one narrative we create stereotypes, which 
are not necessarily untrue but they are 
incomplete. 

That was RJC graduate Gabby Martin’s 
(2015) experience as a Mennonite. 
Growing up in a Mennonite family in 
Langham, Saskatchewan, she knew the 
stereotypes: blond hair, blue eyes, speaks 
Plautdietsch, eats Schmaundt Fat, with 
names like Corny and Klassen. But for 
Gabby, someone who is Mennonite but 
also Black and Syrian, that story wasn’t 
complete. 

When churches and communities are used 
to that single story of what Mennonites 
are, they can be unwelcoming for 
anyone who doesn’t fit the stereotype. 
“It’s important to have the traditions that 

came before us,” Gabby says, “But it’s also 
important to acknowledge there are other 
people who are part of this religion and 
this culture and they also deserve to be 
heard and celebrated.” That vision of a 
more inclusive church and community 
is what Gabby is working towards. She is 
giving her time, energy and knowledge to 
work for change. 

This summer, in the wake of the death of 
George Floyd and other people of colour 
in the U.S. and Canada, the pastoral team 
at Sargent Avenue Mennonite Church in 
Winnipeg, where Gabby attends, wanted 
to do something to help the congregation 
learn and engage in the conversation. So 
together with one of the pastors, Andrea 
De Avila, Gabby helped coordinate and 
lead a series of five workshops on anti-
racism and the church. 
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They covered key terms, ideas and 
movements connected with white 
supremacy and anti-racism,  and they 
brought in speakers who shared their own 
experiences and taught the group how to 
listen to stories from people of colour. 

While talking about race can be awkward, 
Gabby found the experience to be 
meaningful. People came with open 
minds and asked good questions and 
she built relationships with others in her 
church that she wouldn’t have otherwise. 

Before the sessions Gabby says others 
would often avoid talking about her 
race or how she might be different. They 
wanted to be welcoming, so people 
would just say that she was Mennonite 
like everyone else. While Gabby knows 
they meant well, she said that didn’t make 
her feel heard. “By doing that you don’t 
acknowledge that I’m different and my 

struggles are different and they need 
to be heard,” she says. Now she’s found 
more people willing to ask questions and 
acknowledge her different but valued 
perspective. 

While the series at Sargent Avenue 
Mennonite is over, Gabby and Andrea, 
who is Mexican, are also working to create 
a group for Mennonites of colour to share 
about their experiences and support each 
other. And they are also open to doing 
similar education for other congregations 
that are interested. 

This work can be hard and time 
consuming, and Gabby is also in school 
studying nursing, but she believes it’s 
important. “I need the church and the 
church needs me,” she says. “Not me 
specifically, but it needs people. So I was 
trying to figure out the best ways to work 
together and serve each other better.” And 

as a youth Sunday school teacher, she also 
feels strongly about making the church 
welcoming for the next generation. “I 
realized that this is the generation that’s 
coming after me and they deserve to have 
a better church than I did. So what can I 
do now to make that happen?” 

Working against racism is also vital 
work for Mennonites, it’s included in 
the confession of faith. Article 22, on 
peace, justice and nonresistance, calls 
Mennonites specifically to witness against 
all forms of violence, including hostility 
among races. “It speaks about helping 
people who are struggling, specifically 
with the violence of racism,” Gabby says. 
“I think that can be forgotten very quickly, 
or overshadowed by other articles in our 
confession of faith. But specifically we are 
called to do that, and I think there is no 
time like the present.” 

“It will surprise you” How the RJC community 
won over new student Raphael Munoz 

When Raphael Munoz came for a tour of 
RJC this September, just two days before 
registration, he wasn’t sure the school was 
where he wanted to be. He and his family 
were looking for a new school where he 
could start grade 11; his mom had found 
RJC online but they knew nothing else 

about it. Raphael wasn’t that interested 
in the idea of private school, thinking 
it would be too preppy and formal. “I’m 
going to be honest, I don’t think I really 
wanted to go here at all,” he says.  

But he went along for the tour, and 
decided it seemed like the best of 
the options they had toured both in 
Saskatoon and in other smaller towns. “It 
wasn’t really so much the tour,” he says, 
“but like the way the tour made me feel. 
I felt more welcomed and it felt like a 
tightly knit group of family members here 
compared to the seriousness of other 
schools.” 

That initial feeling he got on the tour has 
been proven true in his first months at 
the school. From the fun and games of 
orientation, to the community of friends 
he’s found in the dorms and classes, the 
experience has far surpassed his original 
expectations of what a private school 
might be like. “My view and standpoint 

have changed like exponentially,” he says. 
Even with the new COVID-19 protocols, 
the community of RJC has found lots of 
ways to connect and build relationships. 
Getting to know both teachers and 
students is a big part of what has made 
the experience so positive for Raphael. 
“The people, and the teachers, the staff. 
They’re so kind, helpful,” he says. And 
having a school culture where you get to 
know your teachers more closely and can 
call them by their first names has been a 
refreshing surprise. 

Living in the dorms, Raphael has made lots 
of memories already just a few months 
in. From the time Hugo, one of the deans, 
read the group a bedtime story, to an 
evening singing Bohemian Rhapsody  
together in the dorms there have been 
lots of unexpected, but fun moments. “I 
was mind-boggled, I was like, ‘oh this is 
happening now? Okay!’...It was absolutely 
ridiculously fun,” he says. 
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Raphael has also found RJC a place he can 
feel comfortable and try some activities 
that he hasn’t before. He’s never played on 
a school sports team, but decided to join 
volleyball this year to try something new. 
At RJC “you can try new stuff out that you 
never thought that you would ever do,” 

he says. “And you’re just like, wow I should 
have done this sooner.”  

While he’s only two months into the 
school year, he’s already looking forward 
to the rest of this year and next. And if 
someone wasn’t sure about coming to 

RJC, he would recommend they keep an 
open mind.  “I would tell them to take a 
look around, meet some folks, see how 
you feel about the place…. Give this place 
a chance and it will surprise you like it did 
for me.” 


