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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE
Work & Serve
By Ryan Wood
The theme for this edition of Connect is work and serve. An
often quoted prayer from Hymnal: A Worship Book states that
“work and worship are one,” an idea that we explore in this issue
through stories from our alumni, supporters and students.
It is easy to create false divisions between our daily activities,
our work and our values. A young person preparing for a service
trip, or a farmer planting a crop, or a young entrepreneur
starting her new technology business are all exercising acts
of faith. If done from the right perspective these are acts of
service and worship that can bring much value to the world.
I don’t think we thank
the business people in
our circles enough. They
recognized with a pay cheque.
At RJC we are preparing a new
are the ones seeking to
Like the family members and
generation of leaders... You can
provide goods and services
mentors who provide counsel
see the fruits of this work in the
to us on a daily basis. This
and support to our young
entrepreneurial expression
people; students, or others,
stories of alumni who continue to
of work takes many forms
who take time to listen to the
pursue a wide variety of careers
and can be a tremendous act
concerns of their friends; or
and opportunities, but with an eye
of service to the community.
people who simply care for
on community service.
Our business leaders create
their neighbours or family
jobs and security in our
members in need. This work
communities, not to mention the products they manufacture, creates a different type of wealth, but it is no less valuable to
source and provide. Thank you for these acts of service.
the individual or to society.

“

Too often we forget to be grateful for the service of all the
workers through our supply chains. From the person who
serves us coffee, to the people who picked, roasted and
delivered it, each person plays an important role in making our
society work as well as it does.
Others work and serve through volunteering. I was inspired
this year when a parent contacted me about taking a group
of students to Princeton, B.C. to volunteer with Mennonite
Disaster Service, helping rebuild homes after the flooding
this past fall. (Read this story on page 17!) At school we are
busy with preparations for our 2022 Alternative Learning and
Service Opportunities (ALSO) trips which will take our students
and staff to Shekinah Retreat Centre, Saskatoon, Calgary, Camp
Valaqua and to the Okanagan Gleaners in Oliver, B.C.
But not all acts of service are so visible. Many people serve
primarily through their relationships in ways that aren’t always

Whether it be relational or material, throughout the pandemic
we have been reminded that being able to meet our basic
needs is not something we can take for granted. Many of our
social and economic supply chains have been interrupted
and we needed to adjust accordingly. We need to continue to
work and serve together, whatever that looks like.
At RJC we are preparing a new generation of leaders who
will work and serve in their world. We encourage them to be
active participants for good, regardless of where they live or
what they do. You can see the fruits of this work in the stories
of alumni who continue to pursue a wide variety of careers
and opportunities, but with an eye on community service.
Thank you for your investment in our learning community. I
hope you enjoy reading some of these stories in this edition
of Connect as we celebrate another season of working and
serving together.
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School Life
Academics

Finding connections between different classes
By Evan Janzen, Grade 11

This year, two of the classes I took ended
up having a cool connection: construction
& carpentry and band. I had the chance
to build an electric guitar in construction
& carpentry last semester, and now this
semester I get to use it in band class.
In construction & carpentry I learned
that building anything requires you to
learn new skills, and this project was no
exception. I learned how to build my own
template to fit exact measurements of
wood, and also practised patience and
perseverance to see the project through.
Alongside these new skills, I also learned

even more how important it is to have a
good mentor. Having these mentors share
their skill and experience with you is key to
helping you achieve your end goal.
I enjoyed the process of working both with
wood and electronics. Being able to learn
different skills that are used in the same
project to make my electric guitar is really
cool and will be useful. Paying attention
to the little details and taking my time was
really worth the end result.
When it came to band, most people
started playing instruments they never

have played before. I enjoy the chaos of
playing together while all learning how
to play in a band. I have enjoyed playing
my electric guitar, seeing what I have
constructed and using it in a hands-on
way to create music.
The band class has plans to collaborate
with the dance class in the future, and
I’m really excited about that possibility. At
the end of the year I am looking forward
to seeing how far we have come as a
band from day one. In addition, being
able to play in a band and playing new
instruments are enjoyable skills to have.

Athletics

Growing together as a team and as friends
By Kayley Mierau, Grade 11
As winter is melting away, the basketball
and curling seasons are coming to an end.
While badminton and track and field are
just beginning.
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The curling team had an astounding
season, even though the team had a mix
of previous experience they swept away
the ice and got first place at districts!

Girls’ basketball has done well so far, they
have gone to various tournaments such as
LCBI, Wakaw, Allen and more. The girls have
grown together as a team and as friends.

school life
They have assisted each other as they learn
new skills or relearn skills after our two year
break.
The boys’ team has been hard-working
and driven as their season progresses.

They have done very well at all their
tournaments and have not given up
throughout. The boys have improved
together, as individuals and most
importantly as a team.

All of the sports teams at RJC have learned
new skills, and made friendships they will
never forget! We are all grateful sports are
back and can’t wait for more to come!

Music & arts
Developing new skills
By Cyrus Lo, Grade 10

RJC’s music program offers many open
doors where students can develop their
abilities. We’ve learned a variety of songs
since the beginning of the year and had a
lot of goofiness. Through the first semester,
the student body concert choir learned
and rehearsed some pieces that teach
strength and gratitude, and performed
them at multiple programs.
The members of the RJC Singers choir
have pushed themselves to try more
challenging songs. We put lots of effort
into practising them, and have been able

to perform at a variety of churches and
events. This spring, we had the chance
to travel to Alberta on a choir tour where
we performed, listened and strengthened
our singing abilities as a choir. This was
all thanks to our wonderful conductor,
Richard Janzen, we love you.
This semester I have been given the
opportunity to join the dance class, a
different aspect of RJC’s arts program. It is
really exciting to dance along to rhythmic
music, get to know students in different
grades, and make new friends in this class.

Alongside dance, I am looking forward
to rehearsals for the upcoming year-end
musical, Anastasia.
As a first year, RJC’s music program has
been a great way for me to express my
passion for music and enjoy it at the
same time. I am glad that RJC’s music
and arts program has given me so many
opportunities to train my voice, practice
instruments and dance.
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school life

Highlights from initiatives week
November 29 - December 3, 2021

Winnipeg, Man.
•
•
•
•
•
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Accommodations at Camp Assiniboia near Winnipeg
Anti-racism sessions at Canadian Mennonite University
Visiting The Forks National Historic Site
Touring the Canadian Museum for Human Rights
Experiencing the Sandy-Saulteaux Spiritual Centre, an
Indigenous spiritual centre

Camp Valaqua & Banff, Alta.
•
•
•

Personal reflection time at Camp Valaqua, Alta.
Participating in a mental health workshop led by Camp
Valaqua Director, Jon Olfert
Visiting the Banff hot springs for a wellness retreat

•

Class bonding during the road trip

school life

Who is my neighbour?
ALSO week 2022

ALSO (Alternative Learning and Service
Opportunities) week is an example of
where student involvement and service
play a critical role in the education of
students at RJC. ALSO is an intensive set
of days spent off campus where students
and staff learn and serve together with a
variety of different partner organizations.
One of the gifts of ALSO week is that each
student at the school has the opportunity
to participate in this program, and to
share in rich, collective experiences with
their classmates.

By participating in ALSO, students have
the opportunity to experience what it is
like to serve and be served. As they build
relationships with each other and the
organizations they work with, students
experience growth and understanding of
the Christian values taught in chapel and
the classroom. It’s a chance to renew their
understanding of how to practice their faith.

This year, students will be challenged to
broaden their understanding of who their
neighbour is. Students will serve
through partnerships with the Okanagan
Gleaners in Oliver, B.C., Camp Valaqua and
other partner organizations in Calgary,
Alta., as well as at Shekinah Retreat
Centre and other partner organizations
in Saskatoon, Sask. In all these places
students will be encouraged to find
neighbours in the broader community
connected to RJC, in their backyard and
around the world.

Regina, Sask.
•
•
•
•
•

Planning RJC’s Giving Tuesday fundraiser
Exploring different models of leadership
Meeting the premier and opposition leaders at the
Legislative Assembly of Saskatchewan
Touring the Royal Saskatchewan Museum
Practising teamwork in an escape room
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school life

BELONG & Dorm Life
A very busy and energetic place
By Nora Linsley, Grade 11

You can definitely feel the excitement in the
dorms as we approach spring and warmer
weather. As the year has progressed, we’ve
seen a lot of new friendships flourish and the
students in dorms have definitely become a
close knit family.
The deans and student community council
(SCC) have been working very hard to come
up with fun, new and inclusive events for
the dorm community. Just recently the
deans have purchased a karaoke machine
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and have been putting on weekly themed
karaoke battles! The boys’ SCC planned a
great video game-themed Sam Hawkins,
one of RJC’s larger BELONG events.
Inside, the girls’ and guys’ dorms have
been busy as well. Some of the girls’ dorm
favourites include movie nights in the
second floor lounge, plasma car races
down the hallways and of course many
dance parties. The guys’ dorms have also
been busy with their many Nerf battles,

video game and horror movie nights as
well as the extremely competitive ping
pong tournaments.
Overall the dorms have been a very busy
and energetic place! We are grateful
for our hard-working deans as well as
the involvement of the student body in
order to create a fun and welcoming dorm
community. With this, we are hopeful we’ll
have a strong finish to our 2022 school year!

Admissions
Entrance scholarships & bursaries
Scholarship applications are due June 30, 2022. Contact admissions@rjc.sk.ca to be sent an application form.
Hans & Elsie Funk Scholastic Achievement Award (Grade 10 student) - $400
Hans & Elsie Funk Scholastic Achievement Award (Grade 11 student) - $400
Jacob G. Nickel Scholarship - $1,600
Out of province alumni scholarship - $2,000
Mennonite Church Alberta scholarship - $4,000
We do our best to make the RJC experience affordable for
everyone. Students and families who demonstrate financial
need may apply for bursaries. We encourage any family
who might find the cost of tuition a barrier to contact the
admissions office for a conversation.

Schola

Applica rship
tions ar
e

d u e June

30

Thanks to the generosity of RJC donors who donate toward
the bursary and scholarship program, financial support is
available to students and families who otherwise could not
afford the RJC experience.

WATCH our NEW VIDEO

Did you miss our

January
Open House?
Watch it
here
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development
Development Update
By Alex Tiessen, Director of Admissions & Development
In fall, I had the opportunity to visit
with an RJC supporter from Alberta
who showed me a certificate of
recognition he received from Elmer
Richert when he donated to the
campaign to build the current school.
With the certificate came stories and
memories of children attending and
dreams for the future of the school.
This was an obvious example of how
the community that surrounds RJC is
filled with legacies.
“RJC builders,” as they were called by
Richert, provided an act of service at
the time of the fundraising campaign.

Donors today continue to show that
same support. Whether it be offering
encouraging words, prayers, volunteering
at events, encouraging students to attend,
or through their financial gifts. Each of
these “builders” plays an active role in the
lives of RJC students.
This year, thanks to your support, we
were able to continue our regular
grade-based initiative trips, purchase
a new 15-passenger van for student
travel, hire a professional filmmaker
to produce four new RJC promotional
videos, and begin renovations on our
dining hall kitchen.

Thank You!
Because of your financial
support we were able to
buy a new 15-passenger
van for student programs!
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Through your support of our operating
fund, bursary fund and capital projects,
you continue to make a difference in
the lives of RJC students. Thank you
for continuing to think of RJC in your
giving, and for building a positive
learning community for current and
future students.

DEVELOPMENT

More than just worship
Zoar Mennonite Church extends its generosity
even after closing
By the time Zoar Mennonite Church in
Waldheim decided to close its doors in June
of 2020, it was clearly time. At its peak, the
church had 235 members. But over the years
people had moved to other towns or cities,
transitioned into nursing homes, had passed
away or moved on for other reasons. They
were down to about 30 regular attendees
before the pandemic, and then only 18-25
when they reopened.
People in leadership positions in the church
had been serving in their roles for years
with no one to replace them. Before the
pandemic they had explored sharing the
building with another church, or sharing
a pastor with another congregation, but
neither worked out. The church was starting
to dip into its reserves in order to keep
going. And so after covid hit, it was clear the
congregation, founded in 1910, needed to
look at closing. “[Closing the church] was
something that’s been in my mind personally
for some time,” says Liz Baerwald, who served
as church chair from 2007 until the church
closed. “How long can we go on with having
the same people do many, many different
positions within the church to make the
church work?”
But as it closed, the congregation made
some final acts of generosity that will see
their legacy carry on for years to come.

Once the church had sold or given away
all their books and other worship supplies,
sold the building and paid out their pastor,
they had some money left over in their
reserves. They decided to donate it to some
of the causes that had been important
to the congregation over the years. To
determine where the money would go,
they held a meeting where everyone in the
congregation was given a list of places that
the church had supported in the past, and
they were asked to rank them. After the
votes were counted there were three that were
clearly at the top: the congregation donated
funds to MCC Saskatchewan, Shekinah Retreat
Centre and made a gift to RJC of $90,000.
This generosity is a continuation of the
church’s history of giving back close to home
and around the world. “The church has been
largely mission minded,” says Liz. Since the
early 50s they’ve had around 22 people from
the church serve with the Commission on
Overseas Mission. The congregation has
also sponsored many refugee families over
the years, including seven families from
Colombia in the last 16 years.
For many years the congregation also ran
the Alone on Christmas Day dinner for the
community, providing a place for people
who might otherwise be alone over the
holidays. In its last year the event had
more than 60 people attend. The church
also supported MCC, including making
thousands of blankets over the years and
working in food booths at relief sales.

The church also has a long history of
connections with RJC. A number of church
members were staff at the school, including
Greg Baerwald who was kitchen supervisor
from 1980 to 2002. The congregation also
made financial contributions to the school
over the years and had a bursary to help
cover tuition for students.
Liz says giving to RJC, both over the years and
with this final contribution, was important
because of the Christian education the
school provides. “I think Christian education
is falling by the wayside,” she says, “so it’s even
more important now than it’s ever been.
Where will you experience the love of God if
it’s not in the classroom?”
As a staff member for many years, Greg saw
the excitement students had at the school
and all the extras that RJC offered in the arts,
sports and in the community. He says he
hopes it can continue to offer that special
environment for years to come. “The RJC
motto has been education with a plus and
I think that plus is really important. That
something extra that kids can find there at
RJC,” he says.
According to Liz and Greg, all of these
different ways the church has given back
over the years, including to RJC, was an
important part of the congregation’s
Christian faith. “To worship together is
good,” says Liz, “but it has to be more than
just sit and worship.” Greg adds, “It has to be
extended out to the community.”
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Inspiring good citizens

Why Nunweiler’s Flour is a corporate sponsor for RJC

But suddenly the demand flipped and
he had to adjust. “Our business changed
dramatically in such short order,” says
Russ, “that was a challenge to make that
switch.” While many customers remember
the flour shortages of the early pandemic
days, Russ says it wasn’t the lack of flour
that was the problem. “The funny thing is,
we weren’t really out of flour. We were out
of bags,” he says. “That happened to every
flour mill, all their business changed to
the retail packaging and then we sold the
year’s supply [of retail bags] in a matter of
two months.”

“

Russ also made another connection with
the school when he hired an RJC student
to help bag flour during the pandemic.
Getting to know him and seeing how
RJC inspired students encouraged Russ
to support the school. “I figured well, he’s
a fantastic worker with really good ethics
and really good overall,” he says. “If that’s an
example of what RJC can inspire kids to do,
then that’s a worthwhile thing to invest in.”
As a supporter of the school, Russ hopes
it can continue to inspire students for
years to come. “I hope they can recruit
more students to be part of that unique
experience,” he says. “They inspire the
kids, that’s the biggest thing that I see…
Inspire them to be good citizens of the
community and have a good outlook on
life in general.”

They inspire the kids, that’s
the biggest thing that I see...
Inspire them to be good
citizens of the community.

While it was a challenge to adapt, the
demand for flour allowed his business to
hold steady during the pandemic when
so many others struggled. And that steady
business inspired Russ’s choice to start
supporting RJC High School as a corporate
partner in education.
“During the pandemic I was looking to
give back to the community in different
ways because my business was doing okay,
so I felt I needed to step up and help local
things,” he says. While he didn’t graduate
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from the school, he has lots of friends who
did. And many of his friends now have kids
who are students at RJC.

“

It was March of 2020. The world had shut
down. Most restaurants and bakeries were
closed, and it seemed like everyone was
at home making sourdough bread. Russ
Schroeder, owner of Nunweiler’s Flour
Company, saw his business drastically
change overnight. Before the pandemic
lockdowns he sold about 80 percent of his
flour to companies like bakeries, and only
20 percent went to individual consumers.

Russ’ interest in giving back to the
community is not just evident in his
giving through RJC, it’s also how he runs
his business. As a smaller flour mill, Russ
is able to support local farmers, building
relationships with them and making sure
they earn a fair wage for their work. “We
have a direct relationship with farms we
buy from, so not just an email here and
there,” he says. “We actually go out and see
the farms and we’re partnered with them.”
He also gives customers a chance to learn
more about where their food comes
from. Nunwieler’s provides farm to fork
traceability, on the back of every bag of
flour people can see the name of the
farmer who grew it and the town they’re
from. “I believe people should know where
their food comes from,” he says. “We’re just
a small step in feeding people. But we all
need to know where it comes from and
that everybody’s treated fairly.”

Reasons to
become a

corporate
donor:

SUPPORT RJC STUDENTS
Make a difference in the lives of students as
they develop as leaders to pursue lives of
faith, service and peacemaking

Save the date:

Homecoming
& GOlf Classic
Saturday, MaY 28, 2022

RECEIVE RECOGNITION
ALL YEAR FROM RJC

Don’t miss the “big game” — this year RJC’s annual Homecoming and
fundraising dinner will celebrate the legacy of athletics at RJC!
The day will begin with RJC’s annual golf classic at Rosthern’s Valley Regional Park,
followed by an outdoor banquet and celebration on the RJC campus.

Hosted by Eric Epp (2013) and Travis Hebert (2013)
Corporate donors are recognized and have
their organization’s logo displayed at RJC
public events, fundraisers, in RJC’s newsletter,
and online throughout the school year

Golf Registration: $175/golfer (includes banquet ticket)
Homecoming Banquet tickets: $25/person

1:00pm: RJC’s Annual Golf Classic
5:30pm: “Welcome back” Tailgate event
6:30pm: “The big game” dinner & program
Call (306) 232-4222 or email office@rjc.sk.ca for golf registrations and banquet tickets.

TAX BENEFITS

rjc.sk.ca/homecoming

Serve your community and receive a charitable donation receipt when you become an
RJC corporate sponsor

To learn more about RJC’s Corporate
Partner in Education program,
visit rjc.sk.ca/sponsors
or email development@rjc.sk.ca.

donate HERE
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Mark Lane &
Brynn Boback-Lane
Irma Lehmann
Marlie & Ben Leis
Bradley Lepp & Jana Schmidt
Chris & Dodie Lepp
Shelley Lepp
Lethbridge Mennonite Church
Women’s Fellowship
Gabrielle & Robert Lizotte
Charlene & Bradley Lockner
Elizabeth Loewen
Gerhard & Kathy Luitjens
Rita MacDonald
Hugo Malan
Mieke Malan
David Marsh
Michael Marsh
Alan & Debbie Martens
David & Marlene Martens
Carl & Christy Martens-Funk
Irvin & Anne Martens
Theo & Michelle Martens
Valerie Martens
Walter & Rosella Martens
Arthur & Ida Martynes
Konrad Martynes
Cheryl McIntyre
Doug & Diane McKinnell
Cathy & John McPhail
Mennonite Church
Saskatchewan
Mennonite Community Closet
Mercantile Developments Inc.
Elizabeth Metrunec

RJC donors
Audrey Mierau Bechtel
& Ken Bechtel
Gaylord & Lois Mierau
Shawn & Kerry Mierau
Deanna Mills
Beth & Jim Moyer
Joanne Moyer
Marie Moyer
David & Sue Neufeld
Elmer & Erna Neufeld
Henry & Hilda Neufeld
Aldred & Erna Neufeldt
Elsie Neufeldt
Marlys Neufeldt
Angela Nickel
Bob & Miranda Nickel
George & Margaret Nickel
James Nickel
Les & Dolores Nickel
Tim Nickel
Jacqueline Nishida
North Star Mennonite Church
Nutana Park Mennonite
Church
Leila & Charles Olfert
Osler Mennonite Church
Ted & Barb Paetkau
Jong Ku & Chi Nee Park
Corny & Hilda Patkau
Erwin Patkau
Glenn Patkau
R. Wayne Peddie
Eugene & Shelley Penner
John & Katie Penner
Menno & Melita Penner
Naomi & Martin Penner
Agnes Peters
Agnes L Peters
Laura Peters & David Nickel
Margaret & Peter Petkau
Sheryl Plenert
Diana & Bill Poetker
Valentine & Lorraine Pomedli
Patrick & Patty Preheim
Bonnie & Rodrick Ramage
Dave & Dianne Ratzlaff
Alison Redekop
Erna Regehr
Cornelius Regier
Elmer & Agnes Regier
Karl Regier
Laurie & Glenna Regier
Les & Lil Regier
Robert & Marion Regier
Steven Regier
Val Regier
Victor & Sarah Regier
Waldemar & Hildegard Regier
Don & Janice Rempel
Frieda Rempel
Sylvia Rempel
Andrew Restall

Tally Rice
Andrew Richert
George Riekman
Sharryl Riekman
Nathan & Sarah Rinholm
Alison & Shannon Ritchie
Siscoe
Rosthern Agencies
Rosthern Seniors Curling Club
Rosthern Soccer Association
Brian & Delilah Roth
Dennis & Pauline Roth
Dolores & Ron Roth
Eldrid & Phyllis Roth
Bill Rudachyk
Linda Rudachyk
Aleta & Zac Schellenberg
Bob Schellenberg
& Sandi Hildebrand
Ron & Sue Schellenberg
Allison Schmidt
Edwin & Trudy Schmidt
Joyce Schmidt
Lloyd & Cheryl Schmidt
Peter & Lydia Schroeder
Russ Schroeder
Ruth & Allan Schroeder
Donna & Leo Schulz
Ambros Siemens
Laverne & Ruth Siemens
Melvin Siemens
Robyn Skinner
Michael Slattery
Carol Small
Tyler Sorowski
Margaret Starchuck
Carol Stening-Moen
Linda & Lyle Stucky
Vicky Stucky
Anita & Brian Stushnoff
Ronald Styles
Linda & Gerry Swab
Michelle Swab
John & Mary Swierstra
Team Fuel Sales
Bill Thiessen
Danika & Nolan Thiessen
Jacquie Thiessen & Brad Nichol
Menno & Eileen Thiessen
Nicole Thiessen
& Tim Campbell
Tobi & Harold Thiessen
Tiefengrund Rosenort
Mennoite Church
Brent & Andrea Tiessen
Elfrieda Tiessen
Erwin & Ruth Tiessen
Lois & Paul Tiessen
Nicole Tiessen
Ray & Karen Tiessen
Mary & Richard Tirrell
Guenther & Ruth Toews

Town of Rosthern
Sharon & Dorian Trautmann
Nelson Tsui
Ivan & Margaret Unger
Susan & John Unger
Vivian Unger & Jeff Thiessen
Bill & Sheryl Unrau
Vern & Elvira Unrau
Julia & Rob Vanden Heuvel
Ben & Michelle Vander Kooi
Vendera National Inc
Denise & Peter Voth
Hilda Voth
Ernest & Anne Walde
Dennis & Adeline Warkentin
Herman & Gayle Warkentin
Ken Warkentin
Lee & Sarah Warkentin
Luke & Stephanie Warkentin
Sigrid Warkentin
Thomas & Teresa Warkentin
Vern & Christine Warkentin
Margaret Watson
David & Lori Weiler-Thiessen
Graham Welch
Bernie & Marie Wiebe
Doyle & Val Wiebe
Elsie & Walter Wiebe
Erwin & Laura Wiebe
Myrna Wiebe
Elfriede Wieler
Cara & Brennan Wiens
Curtis & Jill Wiens
Devin & Jimmee Wiens
Gerald Wiens
Hilde Wiens
Jean Wiens
Rodney & Laurie Wiens
Trevor Wiens
& Brenda Tiessen-Wiens
Earl Willcox
Margo Willie
Bev Wilson
Stan Windels
Dana & Ryan Wood
Grant & Janice Wood
Hayden Yip
Luke & Emily Zakreski
Zion Women in Mission
RJC 115 Donors
Kevin & Melanie Boldt
Mitch & Bonnie Dahl
Joel & Heather Ens
Cam & Tammy Forrester
Gary & Anne Friesen
Harlan & Kathy Friesen
Harry & Mary Ann Froese
Wally & Caroline Funk
Audrey Harder
Jake Hoeppner

Ted & Bev Janzen
Armin & Edith Krahn
Harvey & Ruth Krahn
Vic & Lee Krahn
Glenn Patkau
Don & Janice Rempel
Sylvia Rempel
Brian & Delilah Roth
Peter & Lydia Schroeder
Lyle & Linda Stucky
Gerry & Linda Swab
Erwin & Ruth Tiessen
Nicole Tiessen
Paul & Lois Tiessen
Monthly Donors
Donna Baergen
Irene Baergen
Geraldine Balzer
Joan Boldt
Kevin & Melanie Boldt
Ed & Mary Brockman
Otto & Florence Driedger
Don & Elviera Enns
Megan Enns
David Epp
Erik & Cara Epp
Hildegard Epp
Ian & Kirsten Epp
Jim & Brenda Epp
Judy Epp
Ryan Epp
Victor Falk
Mackenzie Fast & Sarah Unrah
Nic & Breanne Fast
Jim Flath & Annette Epp
Cam & Tammy Forrester
Kenna Forrester
Jonathan & Ruth Friesen
Justin Friesen
Kevin & Diane Friesen
Patty Friesen
David & Marlene Froese
Harry & Mary Anne Froese
Dayna Stefaniuk
Lorraine Harder
Velma Harder
Travis Hebert
Mark & RaeLynn Hildebrandt
Lauren Hooge
Peter & Diane Hooge
Keith & Michelle Hunsberger
Melana Janzen &
John Mc Minn
Richard Janzen &
Audrey Falk-Janzen
Ted & Bev Janzen
Elvera Kirk
Donald Klaassen
Walter & Ruth Klaassen
Fion Ko

Garry Koop
Christine Krahn
Karalee Kuny
Ben & Marlie Leis
Mieke Malan
Michelle McKinnell
& Karl Martens
Michelle & Theo Martens
Peter & Terry Martens
Aldred & Erna Neufeldt
Mackenzie Nicolle
Ted & Barb Paetkau
Naomi Penner
Gordon Peters
Laura Peters & David Nickel
Kathleen Regier
Robert E & Marion Regier
Steve Regier
Brian & Delilah Roth
Eldrid & Phyllis Roth
Zac Schellenberg
Allison Schmidt
Danika & Nolan Thiessen
Alex Tiessen
Nicole Tiessen
Guenther Toews
Sharon Trautman
Julia & Rob Vanden Heuvel
Lee & Sarah Warkentin
David & Lori Weiler-Thiessen
Myrna Wiebe
Devin Wiens
Jill Wiens
Margo Willie
Ryan & Dana Wood
Emily Zakreski
In Memorium
Gail Schellenberg
1956 - 2020
Michelle Ashdown
1972 - 2021
Ron Derksen
1960 - 2021
Frank Gerbrandt
1929 - 2021
Ambros Siemens
1930 - 2021
Wills & Estates
Estate of Jacob & Hella Harder
Estate of Verna Klassen
Estate of Louise Wiens
Estate of Joan Schapansky
Estate of Abram S Neufeld

Thanks

to our anonymous donors
and those who support
RJC through gifts-in-kind
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Shifting the goals of business

How Becky Warkentin’s company supports women and small businesses
For Becky Warkentin (grad 1997), the
opportunity to travel the world by
motorbike was a chance of a lifetime. As an
avid traveller with a love of motorcycling,
it was an opportunity she couldn’t pass
up. So she and her husband quit their jobs
and travelled the world for ten and a half
months before the COVID-19 pandemic
forced them home.

A key part of her vision for the company
is supporting women and giving them
the flexibility to do what they love, but in
a way that works for them. “These women
could take on projects that they want to,”
she says. “Build their lives and build their
time and then do it from home remotely
… and have more flexibility with their lives
and take on as many clients as they want.”

It was during that time of travel that Becky
came up with a new business idea that
could bring together her skills and passions
to help support women. So about a year
after flying home from Costa Rica she
launched Amplify Management Group, a
company that provides small businesses
with the support they need, powered by a
collective pool of women who now have a
flexible way to earn a living.
It’s a concept she sometimes has a hard
time explaining when people ask what
she does, because Amplify is not just
one thing. Many small businesses need
help in several areas like bookkeeping,
social media management or human
resources, and they don’t have enough
work or money to hire someone to do
all of those services full time. Often the
business owner will try and learn each skill
themselves, which costs money and time.
That’s where Amplify comes in. Becky
works with a group of women who have
skills in all those areas and more, which
means a small business can contract out
all the different tasks in one place. “It’s
basically the idea of keeping the things
that you’re good at, that you can do
quickly,” Becky says. “Get someone else
to take care of the things that you’re not
good at, the things that just drain you….
Because even if you have to pay for it, it’ll
still save you money.” She’s the connector
between the small businesses who need
help and the women who can do the work.
Simplifying the process for both sides.
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to support other women in the field. “I’ve
just visibly seen with myself and with
other women complete discrepancies
in how we’re treated and dealt with in
terms of pay and benefits and all sorts
of things.” So providing a workplace that
supports women and gives them the
flexibility to earn a living on their own
terms was important to her. “It’s not just
about creating CEOs, and it’s not just about
putting people in management positions,”
she says. “Sometimes it’s about getting
them the work-life balance that they want,
getting them the pay that they need for
what they’re actually providing, and in
providing support and ways for them to be
able to grow and develop.”

Becky attended RJC for her grade 12
year, following in the steps of her mom
and sister and many extended family
members. One of the things that stood out
in her experience was the more informal
style teachers had that allowed for deeper
relationships. “They talk to you like you’re an
adult,” she says. “It was a very different learning
experience for me, so I really liked that.” After
graduation Becky got a degree in commerce
from the University of Saskatchewan, and
has worked in different roles in the business
world since, including starting up her own
company selling wind turbines.
As a woman in business for more than 20
years, Becky has seen why it’s important

For Becky, her work is also a part of giving
back to the community, by providing
support for women and in providing
a workplace that helps them flourish.
Looking at business more holistically is a
shift Becky is seeing in the business world
as a whole. “Instead of just looking at the
profit as being the main goal, providing
their employees quality of life is actually
becoming one of the main goals and
development within their communities
is becoming a main goal,” she says. For
her the idea of giving back is more than
just donating money herself or as a
company, it’s making sure employees are
paid well and supported. And that has
ripple effects beyond any one company.
“You understand that the community is
important, as well as the whole well-being
of the business and the employees.”

connect stories

Construction and connection

Three RJC students serve with MDS after B.C. flooding
It was the last day of their week in Princeton,
B.C with Mennonite Disaster Service. RJC
students Kayley Mierau, Nora Linsley and
Sarah Wood, along with Kayley’s mom Kerry
Mierau (grad 1993), had been working all
week on flood damaged homes, tearing out
layer after layer of wallpaper and drywall. All
week one of the neighbours across the street
had said hello and offered his home up for
bathroom or other breaks. So on that last day
they decided to take him up on the offer.

He invited them
in, played some music and then told
them about his experience of the flood
last fall. While their week in Princeton
was full of lots of good moments, sitting
and listening to Daniel had a deep
impact. “He used to work for the Coast
Guard and he was a volunteer firefighter
so he spent the night helping people and
doing lots of trips from the town to the
evacuation centre,” Nora says. “To hear what
it was like for him just gives you a better
visual of what it was actually like.”
The three students, along with Kerry,
travelled to Princeton at the beginning of
February, right after exam week, to help
MDS with the rebuilding effort. The idea for
the trip started with just Kayley and Kerry.
Kerry’s parents had worked with MDS in lots
of places over the years, and had responded
to flooding close to home in High River.
And so she had the idea that she and

Kayley could go out to help in Princeton.
Then they thought why not invite some
others from RJC too?

on someone will be able to live in again and
be safe. That was just nice, knowing that
we're actually helping someone.”

Their work was primarily on cleaning out
damaged materials from homes. Taking
out drywall, panelling, insulation and
wallpaper. They gained new skills and
experience, including with tools they’d
never used before. But the most valuable
part was connecting with the people in
the community. “One of the things they tell
you when you go to work with MDS is that
although we go and help and do all this
hard labour, really we are there to connect
with the people and be there for them,” says
Kerry. “So anytime owners or anyone wants
to come talk to us, you drop your tools.”

For Kerry, serving through MDS is a
natural extension of the ideas of service
that students learn at RJC. “I just know RJC is
about serving the community and serving
others, that's a big part of their program. And
so it just seems like a good fit,” she says.
For Nora and Kayley there were also
connections between what they’ve heard
in the classroom and the chance to serve
with MDS. For Nora, it reminded her of what
teacher David Epp would say about the
importance of learning both in and outside
the classroom. “He would always tell us, ‘you
can learn a lot in a classroom, you can learn
math, you learn science but the lessons and
stuff you remember and you'll look back at
when you're older, are the ones you
learn outside of the classroom.’”
For Kayley, her time with MDS reflects
the lessons they learned at RJC about
serving the community and how you
can make life brighter for others around
you. In Grade 10 they would help practice
that model of service by singing songs
for seniors, or making cards for others.
“Helping people smile and giving them
love really connects and makes a better
community,” she says.

For both
Nora and Kayley, they were
surprised to see how people who had been
through the stress of the floods were still
able to be positive and were so grateful
for the help. “[People would] come up to
us and they talked to us with the biggest
smiles on their face and they were so
thankful,” says Nora. “They just had such a
big, unimaginable thing happen to them…
and here they are, with the biggest smiles ever.”
Knowing their work would make a real
difference for people was also a good feeling.
Kayley says, “Getting to spend time in the
house and knowing that what you're working
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Business as service

How business and faith come together for Paul and Lois Tiessen
micro loans and helping people to develop
better products or agricultural practices.
Together with several others, they started the
Saskatoon MEDA chapter in 1993. The group
gathered regularly for supper meetings to
hear guest speakers on topics related to
faith and business, and to support different
MEDA projects around the world. “When
you got together several times per year for
a supper meeting and had a guest speaker,
it just brought people together in another
way,” says Lois. And those connections
meant that people were more likely to
support the work of MEDA since it was
a more direct experience than getting a
fundraising letter or email.
For Paul and Lois Tiessen being a Christian
business owner doesn’t mean faith has to
be front and centre. You don’t have to be
promoting your company as Christian to
be a person of faith in the business world.
For them it’s about using business skills to
give back to the world, and about bringing
Christian values into everyday interactions.

As someone with an interest in business,
Paul liked MEDA’s model of supporting
entrepreneurs in other parts of the world.
For example, they recall supporting a
mosquito netting project in Tanzania where
MEDA worked with local manufacturers to
produce the nets instead of bringing them
in from abroad. They also partnered with
local shops to sell the nets. This provided
the life-saving mosquito nets, but also
generated employment and a sense of
ownership in the local communities.

There are other less direct ways of giving
back in business as well, bringing values
of faith into the day to day operations.
For example, as an auctioneer Paul was
sometimes selling off businesses as part of
bankruptcy proceedings, but always tried
to treat people fairly and with compassion.
As a landlord, during the initial waves of covid,
he gave tenants a break on rent. “Someone
asked me why I would bother doing that for
them. I said: ‘We’re all in this together, right?’
Even though I'm not in day to day business, as
a landlord, I'm in this just as much as the people
that are renting my buildings. It was a
small price I was ready to pay.”
Running a company gave opportunities
for Paul to bring values from his Christian
faith into the way he treated others. “I
tried to take some of those principles of
being a Christian and taking that into the
workplace, how you dealt with staff and
customers and treating people in a fair
respectful way is just what any human
being really should do.”

The couple have also been supporters of
Paul founded Action Office Interiors in 1983. He
RJC in different ways throughout the years
ran the company until 2012 when he stepped
financially and with their time. Lois attended
back and his son Brent (grad 2001), along with
the school from Grade 9 to 12 and has stayed
another employee, purchased the company.
in close contact with friends she made in
Together Paul and Lois (grad 1972) also
ran an auction and liquidation
those years. “I'm just as close to some
business from 1985 to 2000. While
I’ve been a believer in paying forward of them as I ever was even in RJC,” she
says. “That's the thing about RJC is the
they’re not running any day-to-day
...Somebody helped my grandparents friendships that you gain.
businesses now, they do own some
get here and so now it’s my turn,
commercial properties as landlords.
...helping them to have a better
Paul never attended RJC, but served
on the board for eight years and also
Alongside all those ventures they
livelihood and a better life.
found opportunities to give back
offered his services as an auctioneer
along the way. In the early 90s they got
for the Choirs & Cakes fundraiser. All five
connected with Mennonite Economic
They saw the work with MEDA as a way of
of their kids attended the school as well
Development Associates (MEDA) and found
serving and giving back. “I've been a believer
and they’ve seen the value that an RJC
it was a good way to combine an interest
in paying forward,” says Paul. “Somebody
experience can offer. “I do see what Lois'
friends or our kids' friends experienced,
in business with making the world a better
helped my grandparents get here and so
there's good value,” says Paul. “ And I think
place. “I got involved because I liked the idea
now it's my turn, Lois and our family’s turn
it probably also gives those students a
of integrating business principles and working to help somebody else. Maybe not to come
basis for some of them to become more
with the poor in more of a business sense”,
to Canada, but it's helping them to have a
says Paul. MEDA accomplished this through
better livelihood and a better life.”
involved in our churches later.”
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Alumni & Friends
Calendar of
events
Spring Showcase
May 16, 2022

Golf Classic & Homecoming
Fundraiser
May 28, 2022

RJC Musical: Anastasia
June 23-25, 2022

Graduation
June 26, 2022

Registration & Move-in Day
September 5, 2022

Tournament of Memories:
Volleyball & Soccer
September 30-October 1, 2022
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If you missed your reunion
in the past couple of years because of the pandemic,
PLAN IT FOR THIS YEAR!
Decade grads are invited to
plan their reunions the weekend
of RJC’s Homecoming and
Golf Classic event (May 28, 2022).

There will also be an alumni BBQ
planned for RJC’s musical and
grad weekend (June 25, 2022).

Contact Denelda Fast:
deneldafast@hotmail.com if you have
questions or would like more information.
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email: admissions@rjc.sk.ca
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call: (306) 232-4222

Apply online at rjc.sk.ca/apply

connect with us
We hope you enjoyed this edition of RJC Connect,
our semi-annual newsletter that keeps you updated
on student life, alumni happenings, school events
and everything that makes the RJC community
such a vibrant, exciting place.

APPLY HERE

Publications Mail
Agreement No.
40009425

Return undelivered
Canadian addresses to:
RJC High School
Box 5020, 410-6th Avenue
Rosthern, SK S0K 3R0

If you’d like to suggest story ideas, please email us at
development@rjc.sk.ca
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