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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE   

By Ryan Wood

This past spring RJC hosted the Canadian Association of 
Mennonite Schools (CAMS) administrators for our annual spring 
meetings. Part of our hosting duties involved highlighting an 
aspect of professional development, and we chose to focus on 
experiential and place-based learning.  

There are many benefits to in-class learning, but most people 
also recognize that much learning happens by doing. As part of 
our professional development we went on a river walk along the 
Meewasin Valley trails in Saskatoon. Our tour guide was Randy 
Klassen, Indigenous relations coordinator at Mennonite Central 
Committee Saskatchewan. He invited us to simply observe the 
different civic monuments 
the city has constructed 
along the river bank. What 
do these monuments teach 
us about what we value as a 
society? How do they inform 
our understanding of the 
land? Our history? Our place 
in it? Our decision-making 
as we move forward? Some 
fascinating conversations 
took place as our group 
reflected upon the structures. In this learning experience the 
river trail was our classroom; the land, the monuments and each 
other’s ideas were our textbooks. 

From there we travelled to Pine View Farms, a working farm north 
of Saskatoon focused on sustainability. We were given a tour by 
the owner/operator, Melanie Boldt, and witnessed a farming 
operation in action. We learned a bit more about where our food 
comes from and the costs, challenges and joys associated with 
its production. We enjoyed conversations about farming, food 
security and sustainability.
 
I have been blessed to participate in many similar experiential and 
place-based trips with students over my years at RJC. I have seen 
the impact and deep learning that can happen from learning 
opportunities that intentionally incorporate the five senses and 
utilize local experts and opportunities. I am excited about the 
direction RJC has taken over the years in this regard. Experiential 
and place-based learning helps us meet our mission as a school 
and makes the education students receive unique. Increasingly, 
students reference these learning trips as one of the main reasons 

they decide to attend RJC, 
whether from local communities 
or from around the globe. 

As innovative as this approach to 
learning is, it is not new. In fact, it 
is most likely as old as education 
itself. Learning by doing, and 
using all of our senses in the 
process, is how we develop. This 

becomes even more powerful when it is done intentionally, and 
with others. 

This fall I had the opportunity to dig potatoes with the Grade 
10 class at Seager Wheeler Farm just outside of Rosthern. This 
trip was part of our Grade 10 IMAGINE initiative, focused on 
peacebuilding and imagining a better world. Many students 
today have never visited a farm, or have lost direct connection 
with where their food is produced. The potatoes we dug were 
planted by volunteers in the spring with the intention of being 
donated to RJC and the Good Neighbours Food Centre in 
Rosthern in the fall. Digging these potatoes gave us a chance 
to do our part as we connected with the land, with others and 
with one another. It is amazing that something so simple, and so 
deeply connected to the rhythm of nature itself, is considered 
“cutting edge” in education today. Maybe we’re re-discovering 
what has always been the best classroom. 
 
I hope you enjoy this edition of Connect as we feature experiential 
learning, and our desire to continue developing these unique 
learning opportunities for our students. 

Experiential learning

I have seen the impact and 
deep learning that can happen 

from learning opportunities that 
intentionally incorporate the five 
senses and utilize local experts 

and opportunities.

 “
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School Life
Place-based learning
Academics
By Alex Epp, Grade 10 

At the beginning of this year, we got 
the opportunity to go on two IMAGINE 
trips. The first one was to Shekinah 
Retreat Centre. We got to enjoy 
the beautiful landscapes in nature, 
especially at the top of quill hill. Curtis 
Wiens taught us and talked to us about 
how we were created from the soil and 
will return to it. 

We got our hands dirty while working 
to dig potatoes out of the soil at Seager 
Wheeler Farm. We had to work together 
to shovel and dig, put the potatoes in 
sacks and then onto the truck. Digging 
potatoes was surprisingly fun, especially 
with friends which was way better than 
doing it alone. As a bonus, we got to 
find some awesome bugs. We brought 
the potatoes to the Good Neighbours 
Food Centre and learned about the 

importance of sharing what we have 
and helping others in our community. 

There’s a connection that relates these 
two trips to each other. At Shekinah 
we learned about different types and 
layers of soil. At Seager Wheeler, we 
got to interact with the dirt and see 
what’s beneath the surface. It was fun 
to be outdoors and get to know my 
classmates better. 
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school life

Developing leadership skills
Athletics
By Braden Martens-Funk, Grade 11

Athletics have been a large part of my 
experience at RJC. For the past two years, 
I have participated in the volleyball and 
basketball teams. Being on the teams has 
helped me create bonds and friendships 
that will last a lifetime. I get to work 
together with people from other grades 
in ways I wouldn’t be able to otherwise. 
It also helps me develop leadership skills. 

The thing that makes RJC athletics 
unique is the fact that we have new 
teammates every single year. Our teams 
are made up of people from all over the 
world, and most of us didn’t know each 
other beforehand. Many of our players 
are completely new to the sports that 
they are playing. Our teams show lots of 
improvement throughout the season, and 
it’s great to see how we encourage each 
other and do better as the season goes on. 

Our sports teams always bring out a 
huge group of “cheerleaders.” Everyone 
always shows up to support each other 
and cheer each other on. When we aren’t 
playing a sport, we still prioritize going 
to the games of other people. We put on 
our blue tutu’s and pom-poms and bring 
out the horns to bring the energy. Sports 
are very inclusive at RJC, and I’m glad to 
be a part of it. 



6

Everyone is welcome
BELONG & dorm life
By Daniel Montain, Grade 11 

You could say that dorm life is magical, 
it’s a thriving place filled with fun and 
enjoyment. And as the year continues it 
only gets better. Friendships are built and 
created in the same hallways where we 
run and play, and the dorms act as one 
huge family. Everyone is welcome, and the 
community inside and out is incredible.

The Student Community Council (SCC) 
our “leaders” in the dorms have been hard 
at work to include everyone in events, 
activities and overall fun. There are always 
little posters which keep us up to date on 
fun activities organized by the SCC, such 
as guys and girls night out, and playful 

quotes from our leaders. The theme for 
Sam Hawkins has just been announced – 
it’s retirement home! So the new fad to ask 
someone out will soon be to ask them to 
the retirement home. 

It’s not just the SCC that organizes things 
though, as multiple dorm students 
have put on spontaneous events 
such as singing, guy/girl talk, deep life 
conversations with the deans, dancing, 
and random games. The lobby is always 
full of frolicing and fun, with movies 
playing and ping pong shenanigans, there 
is never a dull moment. Night lunch is a 
snack for hungry students provided every 

night by the cooks, and the energy in the 
dining hall is through the roof as you chat 
with your friends.

Dorm life is extremely busy, but everyone 
works hard to have a great time! The 
tireless deans keep us safe and deal 
with our teenager brains every single 
day, and do their best to create a lovely 
welcoming space for RJC students, new 
and experienced. Thanks to the dorms, 
the year marches on and we hope that 
every student remembers their 2022/2023 
school year as joyful and rewarding!

school life
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Listening to stories
Faith & life
By Paityn Sands, Grade 11

I am a Grade 11 student and one of the 
co-leaders of the faith and life committee 
here at RJC. We meet once a week with a 
handful of students and some teachers, 
and during these meetings we plan a 
chapel that is held once a week. We’ve 
started this year off on a solid note and so 
far it’s been a blast. We have many great 
ideas for the span of the year and we are 
so excited to execute them. Our theme 
for this year is “stories.” Using this theme 
we plan to explore our faith and 

understanding of God through reading 
the Bible and other fun stories. We hope 
that during our chapels students have the 
opportunity to learn useful ideas that they 
can apply day-to-day and get support in 
leading more fulfilling lives.

So far we have made a crazy video, 
where we ran inside children’s stories and 
brought the characters back out with us. 
We did a Thanksgiving chapel where we 
wrote down five things we are thankful for 
on a hand and stuck it to the wall around 

the cross. There is now a very colourful 
tapestry of hands decorating the chapel 
wall. We have done some silly reader’s 
theater about the three little pigs which 
of course no one found funny because we 
are all teenagers. The year is just getting 
started, and we have a whole tickle trunk 
of surprises yet to come. 

school life
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Stepping outside my comfort zone 
Music & arts
By Rachel Halko, Grade 12

RJC has opened my eyes to a world 
of talent. One of the reasons I used to 
convince my parents to let me come last 
year was the fact I heard of people turning 
off their music to listen to people singing 
in the dorm hallways. Little did I know that 
I would learn to sing, harmonize and read 
music, and that I would know what all 
those words meant.

RJC actually helped me discover talents 
and gifts I had and learn more about how 
to use and better them. Last year I took 
part in band class and choir during the 
school day and was a part of Singers and 
the musical after school. I had a fairly big 

role in last year’s musical, Anastasia, which 
I had not even dreamed of. I hoped for 
maybe a few lines, but someone saw hope 
in me and I discovered that I have quite 
the stage presence. Before RJC I had never 
acted or sung in any sort of production, so 
this was simply an amazing experience.

The RJC Singers choir has already started 
up this year. I have joined and am very 
excited to perform again and grow with 
this new group of people. We’ve started off 
the year strong with the latest addition to 
RJC’s staff, the new music director Kayleigh 
Skomorowski. She directed and coached 
the Concert Choir to perform a few songs 

at the opening program and it went pretty 
smoothly — especially considering we had 
only practiced the pieces for a few weeks! 
A volunteer fall choir also performed a 
couple of songs at the program, and I’ve 
heard that we also sounded great there. 

I am more than excited to find out which 
musical we will be putting on this year and 
to be a part of it. It still amazes me that 
students here are given the opportunity 
to be a part of clubs and classes and other 
activities like this. RJC offers such a variety 
of opportunities, but the music and arts 
category is certainly something unlike 
anywhere else.

school life
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Richard Janzen Kayleigh Skomorowski Hugo Malan Hamilton Fast Erin Boldt Natalie Neufeld

Staff transitions
RJC’s long time music director, Richard 
Janzen, retired this June after 30 years 
of service at our school. Richard and his 
wife Audrey contributed greatly over their 
years at RJC, and we wish them all the 
best as they enter this new chapter in their 
lives. Our new music director, Kayleigh 
Skomorowski, is now conducting our choirs, 

teaching in our classrooms and leading our 
band. Welcome to the team, Kayleigh! 

Hugo Malan completed his time at RJC after 
serving as a dean for the past six years. Our 
new dean is Hamilton Fast. And on top of her 
role as dean Erin Boldt has taken on additional 
responsibilities as our new dormitory director.

In our offices, Natalie Neufeld has been 
hired as our communication and facilities 
assistant. Natalie will help with social media, 
facility upgrades and other tasks related 
to development and admissions. We are 
pleased to welcome Natalie to our staff.

school life
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Admissions & development
Development update
By Alex Tiessen, Director of Admissions & Development 

We have started the school year in a 
very strong position. We began the year 
with 96 students, the highest number 
of students RJC has had for at least 12 
years. This means there is a strong and 
positive energy around the school, and 
we are excited to have full choirs and 
sports teams and an active dormitory. 

The student demographics of RJC 
consider to change, compared to 
how things looked even 12 years 
ago. We continue to have a strong 
base of students come from alumni 
families and those connected to our 
supporting churches in Mennonite 
Church Alberta & Saskatchewan. 
However, most of the growth has 
been seen in our International student 
population, Indigenous students, 
and those coming from other diverse 
backgrounds and traditions. This 
diversity makes for rich and fruitful 
conversations in and out of the 
classroom, chapel and dorms. 

With regard to development, we have 
been fortunate to have  received a 
few larger gifts recently. We received 
the gift of 80 acres of land by Duck 
Lake from an anonymous donor, and 
brand-new kitchen cabinets and a 
new microwave for the dining hall 
from Lyle Dueck, owner of Westwerk 
Built-Interiors in Delta, B.C. Lyle 
describes the cabinets as made with a 
“durable, washable, exterior material, 
and the interiors are all pre-finished 
birch plywood, the draw boxes are all 
dovetailed, and the hardware is all by 
Blum, the best in the industry.” Lyle’s 
gift has made a significant impact on 
the function of RJC’s kitchen and we 
are very grateful. 

Thank you for the ways you continue to 
support RJC through your financial gifts, 
presence at events, and prayerful support. 

RJC’s  outdoor classroom
Helping students experience education 
outside the classroom has long been 
a priority for RJC. From class retreats at 
Shekinah Retreat Centre, to ALSO trips 
to places like Guatemala or Saskatoon, 

RJC knows 
the value 
of getting 
students 
immersed 
in the world 
around them. 
So when 
an 80 acre 
plot of land 

near Duck Lake became available in 
February 2021 the school was tempted 
to purchase it. They could imagine 
taking students to spend time among 
the spruce, trembling aspens, wild roses 
and strawberries while observing the 
deer, elk, porcupines, birds and other 
animals. They would spend time learning 
from God’s creation around them. 

But the timing just wasn’t right and the 
school chose not to purchase the property. 

Then last fall, that dream started to 
become a reality. Generous donors, who 

wish to remain anonymous, approached 
RJC with the offer to buy the same land 
and donate it to the school. “The money 
we used was part of a gift to us. We 
wanted this donation to be a first fruit 
offering,” they said. “We hope RJC can 
make use of this gift to support creative 
and innovative out-of-classroom 
learning experiences.”

They were impressed by the work that 
RJC is already doing with the IMAGINE, 
THRIVE, EXPLORE and BELONG initiatives 
and ALSO week, and they hope this gift 
can be another way to offer students 

Where do 
our students 
come from?

17% 
of students come from 

Indigenous (First Nation/
Métis) background

25%
of students come from 

RJC alumni 
connected families
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Admissions & DEVELOPMENT

new and experiential education. 
That vision is exactly what RJC 
hopes to do with the space, what 
they’re now calling the outdoor 
classroom. “We are increasingly 
trying to be more intentional 
about exposing students to 
environmental stewardship and 
opportunities to be outdoors 
and connect with the land,” says 
principal Ryan Wood. “I would 
envision using this space to take 
biology, science, phys ed. social 
studies, Indigenous studies, and 
Christian ethics classes, along with day 
retreats or campfires for students.”
The donors also hope that the school 
will continue to steward the land well 
for future generations, and that it might 
be an opportunity to work towards 
reconciliation with Indigenous peoples, 
something RJC is interested in as well. 
“We want to learn more about what 

it means to connect with Indigenous 
communities in the area, and we are 
looking for ways to share this space in 
a responsible way,” says Alex Tiessen, 
director of development.  

RJC is extraordinarily grateful for this 
generous gift that will provide creative, 
and experiential education opportunities 
for many years to come. 

To learn more about 
RJC’s corporate 
partners in 
education program, 
please visit 
rjc.sk.ca/sponsors. 

Gold sponsors ($2,000+) Silver sponsors ($1,000+) Bronze sponsors ($750+)

Friends ($250+)

Media sponsor  ($2,000+)

RJC’s 2022-23 corporate partners in education
Thank you to the businesses and organizations who support the mission and work of RJC. 
We also wish to thank our sponsors who support RJC through gifts in kind.

Make a 
Difference:

Donation of securities:

1.  Save on capital gains tax 

2.  Receive a receipt for the full   
 value of the share

3.  Support RJC’s students and   
 the school’s diverse programs

Do you hold securities that have 
increased in value in recent years? 
Consider a gift of securities to RJC today: 
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New student entrance scholarships
 
Every year we get to award several scholarships to new RJC students who demonstrate scholastic achievement, potential and fit for the 
RJC program. Congratulations to this year’s winners!

Mitchell Wiens
(Grade 11, Herschel, SK)

Hans & Elsie Funk Award for
 Scholastic Achievement 

$400

Eunice Olubanwo
(Grade 10, Moose Jaw, SK)

Hans & Elsie Funk Award for 
Scholastic Achievement 

 $400

Georgia Hamborg
(Grade 12, Canwood, SK)

Jacob G. Nickel Scholarship
$1,600

If you are interested in setting up a new entrance scholarship for RJC students, email Alex Tiessen at development@rjc.sk.ca.

Admissions & DEVELOPMENT

We invite you to consider...
Monthly giving

Gift of securities 

A gift in your will

Online 
at rjc.sk.ca/donate

e-transfer 
to accounting@rjc.sk.ca

 Cheque in the mail: 
PO BOX 5020 Rosthern, SK S0K 3R0

Ways to Give:
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Calendar of 
events 
christmas concert
December 20, 2022

open house / Friday night 
Live
January 20, 2023

tournament oF memories: 
BasketBaLL & curLing
February 3 & 4, 2023

choirs & cakes Fundraiser
March 12, 2023

spend-a-day: prospective 
students 
March 15, 2023

rJc annuaL goLF cLassic 
May 27, 2023

spring concert
May 29, 2023

rJc musicaL production
June 22 - 24, 2023

graduation
June 25, 2023

If your Grad Year ends in a 

 3 you’ve got a 
reunion coming up!

If you are interested in being a class rep or would like to get in touch with your class rep, 
email Alex Tiessen at development@rjc.sk.ca. 

Tournament of Memories:                        
Alumni & Friends Basketball & curling                            
FeBruary 3 & 4, 2023

Join us for a day of connecting with old friends at the Tournament of Memories. Basketball will take place 
in the RJC gymnasium, and we are excited to bring back curling this year at the Rosthern Curling Rink. 
The cost is $25 to play basketball or to curl. 
Those interested should register by Jan. 27, 2023 by email to Alex Tiessen at development@rjc.sk.ca. 

Alumni & Friends
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alumni & Friends

Highlights from RJC’s fundraising events 
Every year, 
RJC’s fundraising  
events provide the 
opportunity for the 
wider community 
to come together     
to connect and 
support the school 
in its mission. There 

is often a different focus or theme tied 
to the event, with the hopes of raising 
money to celebrate a different aspect or 
program of the school. 

Last school year, we celebrated our 
athletics program with our annual golf 

classic and fundraising dinner outside 
on the RJC campus. The celebration, 
called “Touchdown! At RJC,” saw 
supporters from across the country 
engage in a fun day of golf and 
generosity as we recognized those who 
have made significant contributions 
to RJC’s athletics program. We began 
the day with our golf tournament at 
Valley Regional Park in Rosthern. After 
a successful tournament, everyone 
was invited to the RJC campus lawn in 
front of the school for a tailgate party 
where people could buy RJC spirit 
wear clothing, farmer sausage bites, 
rollkuchen, and enjoy visiting. During 

the evening program Pat & Trent 
Cooley were honored for their years 
of service as coaches, Katie Rempel 
was recognized for her team spirit as a 
student, the 2015 Rosthern Longhorns 
Football team was celebrated for 
winning provincials, and Matayoo 
(2018), Jan Lart (2019), Josh Lino 
(2019), Eh Ni Htoo (2020), and Say 
Eh Thaw (2021) were highlighted for 
strong participation in team sports 
during their time at RJC. “Touchdown! 
at RJC” was hosted by Travis Hebert 
(2013) and Eric Epp (2013), whose 
easy-going personalities and humor 
filled the tent with laughter. 
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alumni & Friends

grad cLass oF 2022:

Back row:  Jean Hanchanchai, Marissa Johnston, Abbey Vander Kooi, Jacey Hunter,
 Isabella Erb, Morgan Wilson
4th row:  Sealonna Lundquist, Ella Lane, Decalyn Hoppe, Wendell Manuzon
3rd row:  Francisco Valle Rauda, Emma Gillingham, Sarah Wood, Zachary Epp
2nd row:  Arla Rathgeber, Elizabeth Wickstrom, Huahui Guan, Brianna Heinrichs, Benjamin Penner
Front row:  Zani Aye, Samuel Jacklin, Spencer Block, Josie Hogan, Annie Johnson 
 Missing: Julia Regier

This fall we had 
the opportunity 
to celebrate our 
fundraising dinner 
back in the gym. The 
event “1905 RJC AM: 
Live & on Location” 
celebrated RJC’s 
bursary program, and 
saw performances 

Highlights from RJC’s fundraising events  ....continued

from the RJC Jazz Band, Kayleigh 
Skomorowski (RJC’s music director), 
Joe Callahan (singer-songwriter), 
Tim Campbell (guitarist), Jill Wiens 
(Olfert 2009), Curtis Wiens (2009), 
& Paul Olfert (2007), and Leland 
Klassen (comedian). The laid-back and 
entertaining variety show featured 
on-location-radio-hosts Shawn (1992) 
and Kerry (Dyck 1993) Mierau, along 

with a Mennonite mocktail bar, and 
silent auction. Thanks to the generous 
support of those who attended, and 
those who enjoyed the event live-
streamed, we were able to raise over 
$40,000 for student bursaries. 

A huge thanks to all who attended these 
events or showed support through 
helping to plan, volunteer, or donate. 
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“We have loved every minute of it” 
How one Ukrainian family is settling in to Rosthern with the help of RJC
When Linda Rudachyk brought Vald 
Malezhyk for his first tour of RJC she 
teased him on the walk to the front door. 
“Vlad, you’re gonna sing, do you sing?” 
she asked. He was certain the answer 
was no. 

Vlad had arrived in Canada in June. After 
enduring a month of bombing at his 
home in Ukraine, living in the basement 
with no heat or running water, his family 
had fled the country, staying in Romania 
for two months before they could come 
to Canada. Vlad didn’t speak much 

English, and had not really enjoyed 
school back home in Ukraine. So when 
Linda, who coordinates the sponsorship 
group that brought Vlad’s family to 
Rosthern, suggested that he would be in 
choir at RJC he repeatedly told her no. 

But then just a little while later, at the 
first concert of the year in September, 
there was Vlad singing in the choir. 
And that’s just one small change. Since 
starting at RJC in September his family 
has noticed that he’s happier than he 
has been since they arrived in Canada. 
“I know that they do notice a difference. 
He’s communicating, he’s happy. He’s 
just happier,” Linda said. Vlad’s dad Pavlo 
Malezhyk said that he’s had a few difficult 
years with remote school during covid, 
then the displacement from the war, so 
the opportunity for Vlad to be with other 
students his age, in a social community 
like RJC, has made a difference. “He’s got 
some social experience now,” said Pavlo. 
“Much nicer than it was his last half year.” 

Since coming to RJC he’s enjoyed the 
activities like the retreat to Christopher 
Lake or going tubing. And he’s been 
more positive about the classes too. 
“They tell us that he didn’t like school 
any days of his life until he came into 
RJC,” said Linda. Pavlo suspects this 
change is because compared to Ukraine, 
RJC has a much more wholistic approach 
to education that is less rigid, and it 
feels like teachers are more invested in a 
relationship with students. 

Linda says the sponsorship group 
specifically chose RJC for Vlad because 
there is a diverse group of students at 
the school. “There’s kids, students from 
many countries there and lots of them 
[are working on their English skills], 
whereas at the other school he would 
have stood out,” says Linda. And the 
fact that everyone in Grade 10 is new 

connect stories
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connect stories

to the school means there aren’t 
established friend groups so it is 
easier for a new student to fit in. 

The connection between Vlad’s 
family and RJC actually began 
before they even arrived in 
Rosthern. Once the sponsorship 
group was able to find a house 
that would fit the family, with 
five of their six children, they 
needed to get it fixed up quickly. 
So Linda called up the school and 

asked if RJC would be willing 
to send over students to help 
with yard work and painting. “It 
was pretty decrepit, and they 
sent 25 students and four staff 
and we had a great big work-
bee one day and got the house 
extremely, extremely ready,” said 
Linda. “Those kids work hard, they 
always work hard.”  

Vlad’s family is one of three that 
the same sponsorship group 
has brought to Rosthern. And 
while it has been a lot of work 
to collect donations and find 
everything they need to support 
three families, Linda says their 
arrival has been a blessing to the 
community. “I would say, without 
a doubt that we have loved every 
minute of it,” she says. “It ’s just 
been nothing but a blessing for 
us. Any work or anything that 
anybody’s given, it ’s a blessing 
to us.” 

Education through exploration 
How place-based education can broaden perspectives for life 
Imagine sitting in a typical 
classroom, trying to have a 
conversation with high school 
students about faith and life. 
It will probably be awkward 
at first, though you might 
get to a good conversation 
eventually. Now imagine those 
same students and the same 
conversation but in the Wadi 
Rum desert in Jordan. The 
red sand stretches out before 
you as you gaze at the rock 
formations in the distance. The 
evening sky is filled with stars, 
and you’ve spent the last two 
weeks exploring a new culture. 
The conversation is going to 
be different. 

“You’re there in the midst of 
nowhere almost, and it brings 
about that kind of thing,” 
says James Friesen (1985), 
who is principal at Westgate 
Mennonite Collegiate in 
Winnipeg.You can have that 
conversation in a classroom, 
but it wouldn’t be the same. 
“Place changes you,” he says.  

As principal at Westgate, and as 
an RJC alumni, James has seen 
how education in different 
settings can open up new 
opportunities for discussion, 
helps students think about 
situations in new ways and 
encourage them to keep asking 

...the opportunity 
for Vlad to be with 
other students his 
age, in a social 
community like 

RJC, has made a 
difference.

 “
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questions about the world around them. 
“The biggest thing a school can do is 
give a bit of knowledge, but also to open 
eyes for questioning,” James says. “You’re 
giving a framework for questioning and a 
framework for understanding.” 

Connecting students with the world 
around them, and inviting them to ask 
questions is a big part of his work at 
Westgate. For example, he takes the world 
religions class to a local mosque and then 
a nearby shawarma restaurant for 
lunch. Or every spring, students 
who aren’t on choir-band tour 
can participate in activities like 
pig butchering at a local farm, or 
a pottery class at a local studio. 

Or in some years students 
have read the novel In Search 
of April Raintree by Beatrice 
Mosionier, which is set in 
Winnipeg’s North End. After 
reading the book they take a 
bike tour to the neighbourhood. While 
students and parents sometimes have a 
negative perception of the area, having  a 
positive experience that challenges their 
stereotypes is part of the experience. “To 
actually confront some of the fears that 
we have is another thing that is really 
important in our education,” he says. 

He also sees the exchanges that Westgate 
students participate in with both 
Palestinian and German students as an 
important opportunity to reflect on and 
learn about a new place, and to see their 
own community in a new light. Even 
something simple like going to a football 
game might not seem like a big deal, he 
says, but it gives students a chance “to see 
what a community does together and 
what a community celebrates and to be 
critical about it and to think about it a bit.”  

These explorations are something James 
remembers about his own time at RJC. In 
particular the time spent outdoors and 
on overnight trips. “You’re out there in the 
wilderness, there’s something about that, 
right?,” he says. “It does give you a little bit 
different sense of the land around you.” 

The opportunity to explore faith at RJC is 
also something that has stuck with him. 
“RJC did an excellent job of treating faith 

as something that you’re discussing, that 
you’re on a path, rather than you’ve got 
to check off these boxes. And that has 
shaped me my whole life,” he says. Now as 
a teacher he gets to foster the same kind 
of experiences for his own students. “It’s 
so exciting now to be with students who 
are trying to figure these things out. And 
they’re asking tough questions.” 

For James the work that schools like 
Westgate and RJC are doing to give 

students opportunities to 
deeply explore the world 
around them is just as 
fundamental to education 
as the curriculum. “I think 
sometimes our schools are 
too focused on very clear 
outcomes and we lose the art 
of education,” he says. 

When visiting RJC again 
recently for the Canadian 
Association of Mennonite 

Schools conference he was able to see that 
important work still at RJC today. “I saw just 
the focus that they are trying to do on this 
idea that education is something bigger 
than just memorizing some things and 
getting you ready for university…it’s about 
giving you some kind of foundation to 
spring off somewhere. And it’s exciting to 
see that happening.” 

connect stories

RJC did an excellent job of 
treating faith as something that 
you’re discussing, that you’re on 
a path, rather than you’ve got to 
check off these boxes. And that 
has shaped me my whole life.

“  “
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It’s like going home 
Why RJC alumni living abroad send their children to school in Rosthern

When Samuel Loewen left his home in 
China, to fly alone across the ocean to 
Canada, he wasn’t all that nervous. He 
was looking forward to leaving behind 
his larger school for a more relaxed 
atmosphere and smaller community at 
RJC. He wasn’t nervous that is until the 
moment he arrived at his new school. “I 
wasn’t nervous the whole time until I was 
like 20 metres from the front door,” he 
says. “And then I’m like, ‘Oh, I can feel 
my heartbeat. Oh, I’m so nervous.’” 

But soon after his arrival he was able 
to feel a sense of home. “When I see 
RJC… it’s like going home. But at my 
school before, every time I see the 
front door of it, what comes to me is 
the pressure and the fear.” 

Samuel is part of a long tradition of 
students from China and Hong Kong 
coming to RJC. His father Ronald 
Loewen (1974) was originally from 
Winnipeg and later moved to China 
where Samuel was born and grew 
up. And Samuel’s RJC roommate, 
Allen Cheng, is also the son of an RJC 
alumnae from Hong Kong, Midco 
Ling who attended the school for 
one year in 1992. 

She too felt nervous when flying to 
Canada 30 years ago, arriving in a 
new country for the first time and 
speaking limited English. But once 
she got to the school she discovered 
she needn’t have worried. “All the 
deans and student councils took 
very good care of me in the dorm. 
Teachers and students were being 
very considerate and patient. I still 
remember how good all my host 
family members were at taking 
care of me,” she says. “With all these 
memories it was easy for me to 
consolidate my planning for Allen to 
attend RJC last year.” 

While Midco only attended RJC for 
Grade 10, she had many highlights 
from her time there, like a canoeing 
and backpacking trip where she saw 
the northern lights for the first time, 
or learning literature like Shakespeare, 
or having a pyjama party and making 
friends in the dorm. With those positive 
memories in mind, she chose to send 
Allen to RJC because of the school’s 

Christan background, the full time school and 
dorm support and the strong community. 
This is Allen’s second year at RJC and he’s 
found the opportunities at RJC have far 
exceeded his expectations. He knew he 

would make friends in the dorm, but had 
no idea about all the outings the school 
would plan outside of the classroom. He’s 
enjoyed the retreats at Shekinah Retreat 
Centre as well as the trips to B.C. and 
Winnipeg. He was also surprised by the 
more personal approach teachers at RJC 
took to his education. “When I first came 
to RJC last year, David and Ryan gave 
me a very good first impression, they are 

really making a relationship with 
you,” he says. “They are not just that 
teacher and student relationship.” 

The more relational approach RJC 
takes to education is something 
both Samuel and Allen have noticed 
compared to their schools back 
home. The school Samuel attended 
before had 6,000 students, and 
many teachers, but he prefers the 
smaller community at RJC. “We have 
less students in the class so the 
teachers can pay attention to more 
and also the teachers’ attitude is 
different,” he says.  

A less rigid atmosphere is something 
that Samuel’s dad Ronald was 
looking for. Samuel had been 
attending a prestigious boarding 
school since the age of six, had a 
heavy academic load with extra 
weekend classes and activities. And 

while he was excelling academically 
Ronald worried Samuel was being 
funnelled into a system and future 
they didn’t want. So they started 
looking for opportunities outside of 
China, and the smaller-town setting 
combined with athletic and musical 
opportunities at RJC led them there. 
“Samuel has found his way to a place 
where he can create his own future 
by the friends he chooses and freely 
grow his interests,” Ronald says. “He 

can begin to wrestle with the meaning of 
life and his purpose within the guidance 
of passionate teachers, fellow students 
and supportive community.” 

connect stories

The more relational 
approach RJC takes to 

education is something both 
Samuel and Allen have 

noticed compared to their 
schools back home.

“  “
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connect with us
We hope you enjoyed this edition of RJC Connect, 
our semi-annual newsletter that keeps you updated 
on student life, alumni happenings, school events 
and everything that makes the RJC community 
such a vibrant, exciting place. 

If you’d like to suggest story ideas, please email us at 
development@rjc.sk.ca
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